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Message

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple are amongst the oldest and well established Hindu temples in Singapore. Managed by the
Chettiar community, the renowned and original merchant bankers of Singapore, the temples have a storied heritage. Established in 1859, Sri Thendayuthapani
Temple was gazetted as a national monument in 2014. Built in 1925, Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple today stands as a testament of multi-racial bonding
and fellowship with devotees from all races part- take for daily prayers and festivals at the temple.

Beyond religious activities, the Community through the Temples has contributed immensely towards enhancing the social, racial and cultural fabric of
Singapore. They have participated actively in community outreach and charity work, providing bursaries to assist educational excellence, organizing activities
to nurture understanding of Hindu and Indian culture and playing a pivotal role in promoting inter-racial and inter-religious harmony amongst Singaporeans.

This publication comes when Singapore is celebrating a milestone — 50 years of nation building. This pictorial publication “The Golden Memories’, captures
and chronicles the illustrious history of the temples for posterity. It will act as a meaningful resource for future generations of Singaporeans to understand the
roots of the two temples and to continue celebrating the virtue of peaceful co-existence as one community.

K Shanmugam
Minister for Home Affairs and
Minister for Law



Message

Singapore takes pride in being a multi-racial, multi-cultural society. Our places of worship are at the core of this harmonious existence.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple are such notable institutions in our landscape, with an illustrious heritage. Transcending
religion, they have made substantial contributions to Singapore society in the spheres of volunteering, charity, education and culture.

[t is befitting that such landmarks of religious and social significance produce visual compilations to document their journey. Such publications are important
records of history and tradition, reminding us of the road we have travelled together even as we contemplate our shared future with hope.

I commend the Temple Management for initiating this idea and on its efforts to publish “The Golden Memories’.

S Iswaran

Minister for Trade and Industry (Industry)



Message

The Chettiar community in Singapore has a praiseworthy record of being prudent and cost conscious in the management of its temples. Reflecting this, Sri
Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple under their management have continued to maintain high service standards. As a result, both
the temples are popular amongst discerning worshippers and preferred venues for conducting auspicious events.

We, at the Hindu Endowments Board, have maintained close links with the Chettiar community over the years. The co-operation between our Sri Srinivasa

Perumal Temple and Sri Thendayuthapani Temple in the organization of the annual Thaipusam festival is one outstanding example of our cordial relations.
Our Board values these associations.

Hindu Endowments Board extends its warmest wishes and congratulations to the trustees, management and staff of the Sri Thendayuthapani Temple on the

release of the pictorial publication “The Golden Memories'.

R Jayachandran
Chairman - Hindu Endowments Board



Foreword

Greetings.

Chettiars’ Temple Society, manages the over a
century old Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple
and Sri Thendayuthapani Temple, a Singapore
National Monument.

Closely interlinked with the local multiracial
culture all along, our temples have provided
consistent support to Tamil and Saiva
Siddhantha in Singapore and have been the seat
of many historical events.

One of the significant events was the SG50 function celebrated in Sri
Thendayuthapani Temple during September 2015. Based on popular request
during the event, the management decided to document our history and
hence conceived the idea of this Coffee Table Book.

[ would like to thank the National Archives of Singapore, Singapore Press
Holdings, Singapore Tourism Board, National Heritage Board and all other
local and overseas organizations for providing rare photographs used in this
pictorial digest.

[ would like to thank and appreciate the Editorial Committee members, all
Nagarathars, Management Committee members and volunteers for all their
efforts in bringing out this Coffee Table Book in a very short timeframe.

[ hope this Golden Memories will be a prized possession for youngsters and
future generations. I pray to the Almighty Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar and Sri
Thendayuthapani to bestow good health and prosperity on all the people of

Singapore and deem it my privilege to release “The Golden Memories'.

MU MU Muthia
Karbar (President) - Chettiars' Temple Society
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Preface

It is but natural that Singapore Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple are existing testimony to the primary virtues of the Chettiar
community - inclination towards the divine and philanthropy.

Nattukottai Nagarathars, as they are also referred to as, are a mercantile community from Tamil Nadu, India that transcended geographical borders to
establish their trading and eventually, money-lending businesses in Burma, Ceylon and the Malayan Peninsula. Wherever they went, they preserved their
communal distinctiveness by establishing places of worship in total devotion to the Almighty, upholding integrity in business and practicing frugality in life.
Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple are two notable establishments in the community’s global list of munificence and service
to society at large.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple has been in existence for more than 150 years now. Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple is nearing a century. Between them, the two
temples have an illustrious heritage in the Singapore landscape. Besides being notable places of worship, the temples have also journeyed beyond the realms of
religion into services to the community by way of serving the cause of the Tamil language, teaching culture, providing bursaries for education and conducting
health & fitness events. Over the years many notable dignitaries have visited the temples and many memorable events have taken place here. Out of which Sri
Thendayuthapani Temple being gazetted as a National Monument is one.

And there comes a time where it becomes imminent the heritage and the journey of such establishments are documented, for the benefit of generations to
come. Hence this pictorial digest.

Tracing back to the make-up of the community, their roots, their lives and their culture, this publication aims to highlight how all of it is intertwined into
what, why and how of these two temples. With a carefully chosen selection of images and accompanying text, this is a visual-rich attempt to give the readers a
wholesome experience. Browsing through this will provide a deeper understanding of the evolution of the multi-faceted Nagarathar community and a clearer
visualization of Temples and related activities & events being pre-eminent in their collective existence.
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Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple

Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple, administered by Chettiars’ Temple Society,
is located in the midst of China Town at the junction of Keong Saik Road
and Kreta Ayer Road. Built in 1925, the temple today attracts thousands of
devotees, including other races. There is a belief that if one circumambulates
the temple sanctum 108 times sincerely, his or her wish will be granted.

The temple has three Vinayagar idols and a Ve/ (Holy Spear) symbolizing Lord
Muruga, Nagar and Rama Naamam in the main sanctum with Dwarabalakars
(Sentinels) Kushmaandar and Vignathundilar standing guard. The original idol
was entrusted to Nagarathars by a soldier-devotee who came to Singapore as
a part of British Indian Army. When the temple was established, Nagarathars
brought a new black stone idol from India and installed it along with the
original, so as to upkeep the promise made. This new temple was called
“Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple” as the original idle was located at the “Sepoy
Line” (Army Quarters). The third idol was donated by a Nagarathar devotee
when the kittangis (warehouse shops) in Market Street was acquired for city
development purpose.

After the new temple was built, the Nagarathars started the practice of Silver
Chariot Procession of Lord Thendayuthapani to Layan Sithi Vinayagar
Temple on the day before Thaipusam. The procession starts at Tank Road and
goes through Market Street, the erstwhile location of the Chettiars Kittangi.
It is believed that Lord Thendayuthapani visits his mother Sri Mariamman to
get her blessing and then visits his brother Lord Vinayagar to get the blessed
Vel (Holy spear) before returning to Tank Road for Thaipusam festival.

The temple has undergone three consecration ceremonies (1975, 1989 and
2007) since inception. The most recent consecration in December 2007 was
a grand affair with extensive redesign and renovation to the temple. A grand
5 storey Rajagopuram was added and side walls removed to have an open
layout. A multipurpose hall and fully equipped staff quarters were also built
to upgrade the temple facilities.

The never ending throng of devotees and the ever present spiritually charged
atmosphere is testament to the fact that Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple is
a fitting edifice to the most beloved Lord Sithi Vinayagar.
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Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple - early 1930s
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Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple - early 1950s
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[nside view of Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple until reconstruction in 2007
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Inside view of Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple after reconstruction in 2007
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© National Archives of Singapore

Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple during 7haipusam - early 1940s
1940sefisir (ppLIGSuIev engLiFd - ymeTlE ewwer A H alpmuss Camuiey 20



Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple vicinity in 1990s (Top) & 2015 (Bottom)
Symanil@ evwesr s alpmwsy GCamuler sHminpsGsrppn 1990sefle (GoGev) & 20715 (£C1p)
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Consecration - November 1989
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Consecration - Yaagasalai - December 2007
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Consecration - December 2007
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Architectural structures at Sri Layan Sithi Vil];l_\‘;]g;ll'I]-It’l'l'll‘llt‘

Raja Gopuram
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South Indian Temple Architecture consists of different structures -
Raja Gopuram (tall towering structure at the entrance of temple),
Sanctum Sanctorum (chamber of the presiding deity), Vimanam
(towering structure on top of the sanctum), Sculptures (of gods,
celestial beings and mythical animals). Some temples also have
Dwarapalakars (sentinels) and Mandapams (hall with ornate pillars
and sculptures).

QgerreflpBuis Gamullev s 191 ssemevenwd &Fmips GleueuGeaum)
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Divine offerings from multi-racial devotees - lighting of lamps, performing

breaking of coconuts and participation in Homams

30
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Ganapathy Homam is considered the most exalted of all Hindu fire rituals,
as it is directed at Lord Vinayagar, the primary Hindu deity. It is customary
to always pray to Lord Vinayagar, the remover of obstacles, at invocation.
Ganapathy Homam is usually performed before beginning any spiritual,
religious or worldly activity, praying for siddhi (success) and buddhpi (wisdom).
[t is considered best to perform Ganapathy Homan during Brahma Mubhurtham
(early morning 4 — 5 AM). Ganapathy Homam is the most performed ritual at
Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple.

FHewrLid) GauprioLb

WP UPAPSDH HL_ayermer BTIHhESTSE GeFuni@w @ Gammon SewrLig
Gammiotd By&Lb. QBSISSFET ThS @(F LS (LpwnFAenInid SIeumk@GLD (LpesTeurT,
aflsdlenmisenar aflevs@Gueurmer olpTwsanTsd HHSSHE Hewidl Gammiotd
Qg sTib FRUL_alBsGw wupdfuie Geups Gup GlFwey SemeniouLb,
wewgglevsrentowjid Gaueir(Heug uLpssid. LITLDD (LI SSTH Slsreney 4
wpsev 5 wenflardlev @QEs Canrwsamss CFwiag ApliiTers). Qg wmeris
ower Hsgl alprwsi Csrullelev ougsag. Geumi® Capmioth y@Lb.




Chathur Laksha Jaba Homam

Chathur Laksha Jaba Homam is an important ritual held at Sri Layan Sithi
Vinayagar Temple. Chathur means four and Laksham means hundred
thousand. This ritual hence consists of chanting Vinayagar Moolamantra
four hundred thousand times, along with forty thousand homa aavarthis -
offering to the ritual fire. The belief is that this ritual reinforces the power
of the presiding deity and thereby enhances His blessings to the devotees
multifold.
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Vinayagar Chaturthi

Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar
Temple celebrates Vina
Chaturthi as a major festival
during the month of
September, that includes
presiding deity procession
within temple premises in the
evening. On this day, it is
considered auspicious to
initiate new endeavors.

BTWST FHITSHS)

ypLm(® pent_Glim/Lb.




m L

VIV

AU RN




Sri Thendayuthapani Temple

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple at Tank Road, also known as Chettiars Temple,
is one of the oldest Temples in Singapore. It was built in 1859 by Nattukkottai
Chettiars and is being administered by Chettiars’ Temple Society.

Some of the earliest arrivals of the community at Singapore are recorded
around the 1820s. And about 35 years after their arrival they are supposed to
have constructed a proper temple for Sri Thendayuthapani. The foundation
stone indicates that the Temple was first consecrated on 4.4.1859.

C M Turnbull, in her book A History of Singapore 1819-1975 records that
the Nattukkottai Chettiars built the Subramaniam Temple (a popular name
given to the temple by non-chettiars) at Tank Road in 1859.

Prior to that, they had installed a Ve/ (spear), symbolizing Lord Muruga,
under a pipal tree at the bank of a tank in what is now the slip road leading to
River Valley Road / Clemenceau Avenue. The temple was a simple structure
with two raised platforms at the entrance similar to those found in Chettiar
households in India, an Alangara Mandapam — hall for decorated Utsavars
(the processional deities), Arththa Mandapam — the central hall leading to the
main sanctum and a Karthigai Kattu — the dining hall with a courtyard.

The presiding deity of the temple is Lord Thendayuthapani. There are separate
sanctums for Lord Shiva and Goddess Meenakshi, established in 1878. Also
present in the Temple are Jambu Vinayagar and Idumban (on each side of the
main sanctum), Dakshinamoorthy, Bhairavar, Vishnu Durga and Navagraha.
Temple was reconstructed during early 1980s in a grand scale and modern
facilities like wedding hall, staff quarters and car park were added.

QmerLhl@ Ggevr_muysLimesnti Gsmuilev

Qe igury Gamulley eTewayd eMPSHLILIBLD (BTG GlGevrL_TujSLT eyt
Camuilev HmsLyfer 1055 Garearenwwrer@sTm Gsmuisv. 18590
BT R&CarL en_& Qe igumrisermey sttt @EGasmuiev, G iguwirdy
s GpGHemrmey BieuASSIIL B UBHDS.

1820saflev AmsLIymeEG wrd OsTLméw G igwrr sFupsserr, 35
T HSHeT ShS S wh OlerTuSLTenlls s CHTule) Sy USTHES SSHUVS6T
ampAeiper. @QECsTuianse wpser wsede 4.4.1859%0 @Loum iGeysid
Qi L grs satal B Cshalsderns.

#l.erib. Ljeiryey Amsiiyr eugemm 1819 - 1975 ereirmy smib e1pgu Hreied
185%v pri_ G&GarL e & QL iguirisermey Gsn Frevevuiley siilywenflid
Gamulev (QeL 1guwimiser SevergaliserTey LTLeoms mlwmn’ 1 Gwid)
SL L L1 &) erewd @Gl _RerenTy.

weransTss spBuTensw  Meaur Gewad Gom@® / Herwewduy efleituy
PSS SFD BlBHS B Gerssuie) JYTFLISSYUID LPBHHDETLI
SrPHss Gauev gerenn ewass afiur® Gsuig eupsers. Gsmuiled wpger
wpsaley QFL 19 pTL 196 2 arer afBsement Gureargy eurFedet @Yn LDSIeILD
2 WFSEHE SL L LI L SeTTenetHen, 2 NFal (T SPHHeven IVRISNSS halks
D HVEISTT LoevsrL Lib, Gamuiledesr Smeusnpeni L Igil T HS LOGTL LILD,
allprasramsaey 2ewey ufTpusHOsar SPbs (WHDLD EOLWLIGLDD
ST SSenss S 6 erer erafli auigeueniolientits GLpP(BESSI.

1878 gy1b yeurig 6v et Ggenr_muysuimestl Gamuiledev, Lbeurm & sybLoeiT
LopmILb FBSBTeaveus (hé @ SeofGsallGu FeareflSlser HeLo&HSLILIL L 6. H6vT S
QunGprrir e 4 ByLbLoest 2.1_ewrmit &bSCreveurir, FGHTSI T goLbL) alTIIST,
Sallr usgr @@uer Gug G AewrTepiSsl, enTar, aleyem) SiF&ams,
BeUGITEMS eTeid FPND CBUICBISEHL 6T LIGSTHEHGSG mer Lyfderpmi
wh  Qsewmysurenfl.  1980sefler  (pHUIGHUID — HEUITERTLOGHTL LILD,
uewhwimrery Su@l b etewr geGauraTpTs yS ausgser GissLwi ®
Y

36



A ey

Llnies ® Siigapore Pres

Soivee; The Stidits

._

) S
ia
-dlr
[

)
¢

i Thendayuthapani




Artistic impression of Tank Road vicinity - a century ago.

Panoramic view with Sri Thendayuthapani Temple in the left and Tank Road Railway station in the right
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Sivamayam

SRI THENDAYUTHAPANI TENIPLE
OF SINGAPORE WAS ESTABLISHED BY

THE NATTUKOTTAI CHETTIARS
ON 4™ APRIL 1859
RECONSTRUCTED WITH RAJAGOPURAM
AND CONSECRATED ON 24" NOV 1983
SUBSEQUENT CONSECRATIONS WERE HELD ON

29"NOV 1996 & 27* NOV 2009
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NATIONAL MONUMENT
Gazetted on 20 October 2014

SRI THENDAYUTHAPANI TEMPLE

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple was established in 1859 by the Nattukottai Chettiars
who contributed significantly to Singapore’s early economy. Rebuilt in the 1980s,
this South Indian-style temple is dedicated to the Hindu deity Murugan,

for whom Thaipusam is celebrated annually with a street procession.
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ebration at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - early 1920s
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[haipusam celebration at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - early 1920s
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Thaipusam celebration at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - early 1920s
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - 2010
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View of the sanctum - before 1979 (left) and after 1983 (above)
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Karthigai kattu, a Chettinadu style open hall used to serve food, was converted
to a food serving hall in the ground floor and wedding hall upstairs during
the reconstruction work between 1979 - 1983.
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Procession within Temple premises - 1950s Visit by Commonwealth dignitaries - 1970s
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Serene look of
Sri Thendayuthapani
Temple entrance with
magnificent portico
during 1950s. Till 1979,
the temple did not have

Ko A structures like the

. ,_:_.o._*--;*""""\\"?‘\" | R < % fA Gopuram at the

\ : entrance that is seen

rl’.]d;l}".

The temple used to be
surrounded by lush
greenery. Picture depicts
the temple entrance from
the side with children
from the neighbouring
school playing in the
front yard.
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple during the reconstruction process between 1979 and 1983
2ymarihig Ggevr_muysumrenti Gamuilev wapyFrenoliyls uesiiser - 1979 wpsev 1983 auemr 55



Sri Thendayuthapani Temple went through an extensive reconstruction
process during 1979 to 1983. The temple was to be in the center with a
wedding hall, car park facility and staff quarters flanking its sides.

An imposing Raja Gopuram (main tower) was erected 75 feet high, then
the tallest Gopuram in South East Asia. Entering through the main tower,
the temple opened up into the Artha Mandapam on the left, the Alangaara
Mandapam and an office room on the right.

1979 wpsev 1983 aueny ymerf@ Gsevw_musumrenl Gsmullev aifflames
S @wrerl: Lesiisenar CLomGlsmeur._g).

Camulledenr e LnSSev F(HLoewT LoGETL LILD, ST BNISSIOL . usFdlser, Lom
Lpsdev Lemtiwmrery R, SyeTenpuws prefley GlgeirdlLpssTAmaler 2 wriomer
Csmygib ereirm s@sLun 1 75 opg 2wy grglasmyrip, Gogy Gsmulleder
2 6TGar Q&I LIPSV TGS LOGTL _LILD, VS LIDSHV SJGURISHTIT LOGETL LILD
LOPMILD eyeuevsLd eTewr aliflayLIBSSLILIL L ).




\ f“. \-ﬂ m‘ =y .‘..-;-' ’

Consecration

Kumbabishegam (Consecration) is a ritual of sanctification in Hindu
religion, to render holiness to the temple and its deities by means of
religious rites. It is customary to perform consecration every twelve years.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple has been consecrated in 1936, 1955, 1983,
1996 and 2009. While the earlier consecrations were aimed at retaining
the 01‘igin;1| structure intact with renovation and restoration works, the
subsequent consecrations after 1980s were focused on rebuilding and
modernizing the temple — adding a Raja Gopuram and equipping it with
an open lwour and new age infrastructure. The consecration held in
November 2009 was witnessed by thousands of devotees on-site and it was
also broadcast online.
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Consecration - November 1983
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Devotees thronging the entrance of Sri Thendayuthapani Temple to witness the consecration - November 1983
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Consecration - November 1996
@urLiGapsid - peutoLiyr 1996
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Consecration rituals and Yaagasalai - November 2009
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Consecration - November 2009
@uriGeysip - peutbLy 2009 66






e ™




South Indian Hindu temples were to be represented by a symbol or
insignia, the Raja Gopuram (main tower) will, by far be the obvious
pice. The Gopurams and Vimanams carry a Puranic representation and
pry of time in the form of Stucco. Stucco relief was used in sculptural
d architectural decoration schemes of many ancient cultures that
icludes Hinduism. While centuries ago natural materials such
limestone paste were used, modern day Stuccos are made using
gement and other materials.
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Festivals

The spirituality adhered to by Hindus is replete with festivals — occasions that
spurn them to come together as one community to celebrate the divinity - at
their abode, the Temple, which is the focus of all aspects of life for Hindus.
Festivals are accompanied with observances like fasting & carrying kavadi
(the holy burden), deity procession and annadhaanam (food offering).

A religious tradition rich in customs and beliefs, Hinduism offers obeisance
in plcn[y to the f\lmigiu'y - the Omnipotent and Omnipresent rhrmlgh
various festivals. The basic purposes for such festivals are to create a special
atmosphere, diverting the mind from worldly concerns to spiritual focus,
to invoke the soul’s inherent qualities by creating an environment filled
with auspiciousness, to give xpiritu.;l] impetus and inspiration, to stimulate
the performance of daily duties, to harmonize the natural inclination for
celebration with spiritual goals and to forge a healthy sense of fellowship by
harmoniously bringing together individuals, families and communities.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple as an established centre of worship and social
cohesion regularly conducts various Hindus festivals the ceremonial way.
Every year six important festivals are celebrated with great pomp and grandeur,
which are Thaipusam, LetchaArchanai for Meenakshi Amman & Durgai
Amman, Navarathri, Skantha Shashti and Thiru Karthigai. Apart from the
6 major festivals, the temple also conducts the annual Aaruthra Darisanam,
Ramayanam recital, bimonthly Pradosham prayers, monthly Karthigai, Maha
Shivarathiri and Guru Poojai.
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Thaipusam

Thaipusam is a religious festival celebrated mostly by Tamil Hindus on the
day of star Pusam around Pournami (Full Moon) in the Tamil month of 7hai
(Jan/Feb). The name of the festival is coined from the month (thai) and the
star (pusam).

The festival is in honor of Lord Muruga, the patron deity of Tamils and it
commemorates his triumph over evil. The festival assumes added relevance to
Sri Thendayuthapani Temple as Lord Muruga is considered the clan deity of
the Chetdars.

The annual Thaipusam celebration, most significant in the local Tamil festival
calendar, has been celebrated at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple for more than
100 years now. On the eve of Thaipusam, the processional deity of Lord
Muruga, placed in a silver chariot, is taken on a procession through the
city to Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple in the early morning and returns
back to Sri Thendayuthapani Temple in the evening, with the ze/ (holy
spear) accompanied by Chettiar kavadis. This event is popularly called as

Pmmrpwczm.

On Thaipusam day, a larger procession takes place where Hindu and non-
Hindu devotees start at Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple in Serangoon Road and
undertake a 3 km trek to Sri Thendayuthapani Temple. Male devotees carry
kavadis - ornately decorated steel structures, with or without spikes either as
bodily penance to implore Lord Muruga’s blessings or as thanksgiving for
granted prayers. Peacock feathers from Lord Murugas vaahanam (divine
mount) are used to adorn the kavadis.

Other devotees, especially female devotees, carry paal kudam (milk pots) on
their heads. Their milk offerings are showered on the ve/ in the sanctum.
Many devotees also tonsure their heads as a part of fulfilling the sacred vow.
Annadhaanam is provided from noon onwards.
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Tonsuring
(LY SITeslishends

Tonsuring, a  ubiquitous
Hindu custom, is the act of
shaving the head as a sacred
vow. This sign of absolute
devotion is the surrendering
of €ego, pridu and vanity
as a sincere sacrifice to
the Supreme. Every year
multitude of devotees of all
ages - including a significant
number of new born - tonsure
their ~ head, pardcularly
during Thaipusam, at Sri
Thendayuthapani Temple as
an act of gratitude for divine
deliverance.
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Chariot progression during
Thaipusam — Since the 1910s
the chariot procession of Lord
Sri Thendayuthapani has been
held every year through the
roads of Singapore during
Thaipusam. Back then, the
chariot was pulled by two
bulls. Since the 1970s, bulls
were replaced by a motorized
vehicle for convenience and
easing traffic congestion. The
procession  passes through
the major city roads and
commercial hubs that include

Raffles Place and Market Street.
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Source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Reproduced with permission

Between 1900 and 1930 two
Silver Chariots were brought from
India to Singapore by shi

taller than the other.

[he taller chariot was used until
the 1930s and was replaced
by the shorter chariot due to
the infrastructural changes i

Singapore. The taller Chariot

became operational once
from the later part of 1970s an
the practice continues till date.
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Kavadi

Thaipusam and carrying Kavadi are
inseparable. The process of carrying
Kavadi and executing the sacred vow
in a supreme state of devotion leads to
the spiritual awakening of the devotee.

The Kavadi comes in various shapes
and sizes, from the simple shape
of a hawker’s stick (a wooden stick
with two baskets at each end, slung
across the shoulder) to an expensive
palanquin structure, profusely flower-
bedecked and decoratively interwoven
with peacock feathers.

In all cases, the Kavadi has a good
many brass bells adorning it and
announcing it as the Kavadi-bearer
draws it along. As the Kavadi-bearer
very often observes silence, the bells
are the only eloquent signs of a Kavadi
procession. The two baskets hanging
at each end of the Kavadi contain
jaggery, milk, etc. that the devotee has
vowed to offer the Lord.

The day before Thaipusam is observed
as Punarpusam in Singapore with
Chettiar Kavadis following the
Silver Chariot from Sri Layan Sithi
Vinayagar Temple at Keong Saik
Road to Sri Thendayuthapani Temple
at Tank Road.

eed wich permission.




B
B

&"’.'-"-'-‘iﬁ .-l‘-_ -;W- -
_; --— =

EITalg-

HTaULY. 6T(HSH6V GTGHTLIS)
SLILFSSledmbg LMlgsaluievr

P DYBISLD DYSLD. SMhISHEHT

BTG HENSFENGNT LISSH HEIT HTEULYILITS

ansdls QEaTn (PHSESHS
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LTSSTeTeT @ SpuileT @)1H
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Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple during Thaipusam - early 1940s
1940seflair wppuGHuIe ensliysb - ymerleg evwer As8) alpmwss Gamuiev 94



Sri Layan Sithi

o
]
—_
7]
=
18]
=
-
o
-~
=]
b
et
e
A
o
>
~
e
\.
~

2013

)
“

o muley -

D

s (

aUlfb




Source: The Straits Times @ 8§ ngapore Press Holdings Liiny




=
&2
- -
™
=
-
-
LN




YT LT
LB e v g e
Wt h o —

- Rt Taana

. E T

%

RN O e o

(3 . fl - .n‘_ul't ]:ng;[:i

N




Silver chariot procession along Market Street, where the Chettiars traditionally had their money lending businesses
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Thaipusam celebrations - 1970s
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Silver Chariot with Lord Sri Thendayuthapani at the entrance of Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar temple - Thaipusam 1971 (left), 2004 (right)
merif@ evwewr AsH alsmwss Csmuiey (wpaLiev Gaveref ras#lev ¢ Gsevr_mugsLimens - ensiiysio 1971 (Qr_gi), 2004 (arevgy) 102
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= be fHlambers of the Chetty Community &
e RESPECTFULLY INVITE THE

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF SINGAPORE

To be present at the Festival of TAIPUSAM, the Day
that GOD SIVA appeared to His Devotees in
the above form, to be held at their Temple at
TANK ROAD, on Monday the ist February.

The Ceremony will take place as follows :—

=: 1. On Sunday, 3ist instant, from 4 p.m. to 12 p.m-
= P’rocession of the Silver Car to Sepoy Lines and back.

2. On Monday, Ist proximo. from 8.30 p.m., to
=t 12 midnight and on Tuesday, 2nd proximo, from 8 p-m =
=: 10 12 midnight. Reception and Ceremony in the
= Temple and Silver Car.
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Rituals and preparation of Alagu Kavadi
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Thaipusam
celebrations at Sri
Thendayuthapani
temple during
the early 1960s.

Every year
thousands of
devotees of all
races participate
in the annual
Thaipusam that
attracts hundreds
of tourists from
all over the
world.
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Alagu Kavadi at the entrance of Sri Thendayuthapani Temple at Tank Road - 1960s
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Alagu Kavadi at the entrance of Sri Thendayuthapani Temple at Tank Road - Thaipusam 2010
1 Corm® 2y(me 5 Q)& EuaTL_TIL{ ST 6usf] ruflev (wpeir euruilelev v@GssTauy. - engliyso 2010
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Alagu Kavadi procession towards Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - 1960s
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple Sanctum during Thaipusam - 1960s
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apani Temple Sanctum during Thaipusam - 2010
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) ssion towards Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and the festive mood - 1960s
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Pomc,

i at the entrance of Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - 1960s (left) and 1990s (right)
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Multi Racial Thaipusam
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Sri Meenakshi Amman Letcha Archanai

[t is customary to establish the sanctums of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvathi,
the parents of Lord Muruga in His temples. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple
has a sanctum for Meenakshi Amman, a manifestation of Parvathi.

The famous Meenakshi Amman Temple in Madurai, South India
annually celebrates “ 7hirukalyana Urchavam” - celestial marriage of Lord
Sundareswarar or Shiva and Goddess Meenakshi Amman - during the
Tamil month of Chithirai (April). In conjunction with this event, Sri
Thendayuthapani Temple performs Letcha Archanai to Goddess Meenakshi
Amman,

Letcham in Tamil stands for Hundred Thousand and Archanai refers to the
chanting of Mantra. Chanting the Mantra hundred thousand times for
Meenakshi Amman is done during this event to invoke Her blessings for
universal well-being.

h LOGTITL &) BJLDLOGHT GUL_&FIT[ & &FEn6u

wpwsL Gupomer evwnigeafley yeufler oyeirenewr LTieaugl Gsall pmib
Sheng AaNTTenHGHs Ferellgser enoliigl L. wf Glgesri mu/sLiTevst
Gamuiedsv &FpsGreveugs wpmid umieug Gsaluiler angeuorer bewrmi &
IILDLOGY)ISGLD SeslISBelI0w FeaireslFHer SewLSSLILIL_ (HTaTeyT.

slBppriger LrAsHeupp wgewy WermL # ubwer  FlmsGamuieisy
AeHewg s pe_GLmid Tl HpsGreveurs, ibewrmi_# bLoetT
Fmsaeowrent 2 prausams L iy, merlg Oseaw_mysuresfl Gsruialsy
eauussd e Gup, wd ewml # spower Hmaumener GeuewTly. VL_&FLD
(mrpmudrib) wpenp wiBrrisamer GlgLsE@GD L FTiFFamer bLSSULBADS.
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Sri Durgai Amman Letcha Archanai

Goddess Durga, the invincible, is the most powerful manifestation of Shakti
embodying fearlessness and graciousness. Vishnu Durga, as is present in Sri
Thendayuthapani Temple, is one of the forms of Durga, always depicted in
a peaceful form - four armed and carrying the conch and discus associated
with Vishnu.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple performs Durgai Amman Letcha Archanai every
year, for three days during the Tamil month of Aadi (July), commencing on
the day of Aayilyam star, followed by Magam and concluding on the day of
the Pooram star.

Letcham stands for Hundred Thousand and Archanai stands for Chanting of
Mantra. Every evening 12 Sivacharyas recite the Goddess Durgai Amman
Mantras for three consecutive days. These three days of chanting by 12
Sivacharyas constitutes Hundred Thousand Mantra, called Letcha Archanai.

Wb ST &S JLDLDGHT GUL_&FITT & F GG

2woriblg Glsemmusumentl Camuiledsy 2 wensd HTSsHEHLD FiT v
GULY GULDITGUT 6)5?61;@ BT HenS FHIG FEHEETLD TH) BTG (& ST RISEHENL_ILI FIThS
GlemepLilewfliuT sl LSST H@nsE ymer LHAarpmer.

Iwerillg Gser_musLimenl Gasmuledev SHIFEens HYLOLOGT GL_FTTFFenes
PaUCUT YTTBLD QY19 LTS epeiTH BT ST Fenl GLIIADS. 249
g yuidw L FSFrssearn GSTLmd, 1% B FSSTssern QSmLiikgl,
CLOGTIITEUG) BTOTTEN Y LILYTSSeTn Hevpey GLimsng).
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Navarathiri

The festival of nine nights, Navarathiri, honoring
Goddess Shakti is celebrated every year in the
Tamil month of Purattaasi (October) Legend
has it that Shakti manifested as Durga to slay
the demon Mabishasura. The relentless battle
raged nine nights and ten days culminating in
the victory of right over evil. The nine days are
dedicated to the three forms of Shakti — Durga
symbolizing strength, Lakshmi symbolizing
wealth and Saraswathi symbolizing wisdom.

BT TSI

F54 Gsal, ssmsuier eaugaley 9 prLser
s OFuwig 10 aug BIer LoHQwT ST 6T
gl QFUIG 2 vmss STSHH ImaflerTi. @IS
Bapeney  Hleverrgy B euensuiley  geubleuT (b
QTR YL md wrg 9 FrL ST FEI)
Gaalls@ peurm sl alpm GlgmeisLmi L iBE DS
afrsdler augeauren 53, GFevaiSensd QULPRIGLD
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The tenth day concludes with Swami Ambu Poduthal - that symbolizes the slaying of the demon by the Almighty
aeurl oLy Gur®id Blapeyr et (prgeuent_ujo 1094b BT - 6TEVSUITLD U6V (FeMDEUET SHTEOGT DILPSFH6V 135



Sri Thendayuthapani Temple is one of the first temples in Singapore to conduct various cultural programs during the annual 10-day Navarathiri

celebrations. The dance programs and concerts attract hundreds of devotees.
AmsLiyfies wpgeir (psedev paurmSHh sme Bapsdser pLsFu Csmuidsels ety ymerle Qs _mysuresd Gsruie. LSs HTer Slmallpraliesr
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During the ten-day celebrations, the God is decorated in ten divine
dimensions and graces the faithful from the Alangaara Mandapam (Function
Hall) at the temple, as below:

Rajaangam, Vennai Thaazhi, Markandeyar, Venugaanam, Kannappa
Naayanaar, Oonjal,  Pittuku Mann Sumanthal, Kaalinga Narthanam,
Saraswathi Poojai & Vijayadhasami.

usgl prer GamenrL Tl L Sdeir Gurg, seumll ereumy LSS @iSLome
PIRLIMGIGSETIGU SVBISTISSLILIL_ (B Gasmullev <2JGUBISEITIT LDGHTL_LIS SV
LISST SEHSE 2Heir LTelsSmmy.

Qurgrmisid, Geausntlennig ST, wrissanGL iy, GeagrysTesib, SevsrenTiiLs
BTy, 200@hFer, LI_(HSHG LOGWT FLOSSEV, STONBIG BITSSELD, FTeWeUs)
Lo wpmih eNIISFLE BJeURISTT RIS,




On the tenth day, the
Lord mounts a horse
and goes on a procession.
Preceding the procession,
the Chief Priest simulates
the symbolism of slaying

the demon by sending

arrows from a bow in all

L_li rections.
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Skantha Shashti

Lord Muruga, representing righteous, fought and destroyed demons -
Soorapadman, his brothers /:zmkmumu and Simbamugan - who represent
the evil or dark forces. Soorapadman was transformed into peacock and
rooster which became Lord Muruga’s mount and masthead respectively.

This mythical event is commemorated in the Skanda Sashti festival
during the bright fortnight in Tamil Month of Aippasi. The festival begins
on the Valarpirai Prathamai New Moon day and culminates on Shasthi day
as Soorasambaram - the annihilation of the demon Seorapadman.

To signify this fight and victory of the good over evil, devotees fast
for a period of 6 days. Letcha Archanai (chanting of mantra 100,000
times) is performed every day. Special Skantha Homam is performed at Sri
Thendayuthapani Temple on day 6, the Shashti day in the early morning
followed by presiding deity procession in the evening,

N&BS Faeiplg

bFulleir 2 enpal_Lomesr wphs GQUIBLOTET S NFT FEHFEMTH (T LISLOETT
LODMILD DY6UGH &) FBHT BT T HT SHITT&HTSHT 6T, FIUDLOULP ST JYABwiTeny 6THT &SIt
Cumi yfihg eusw Q&g @Gruswener wulle) aurserwrsan Gseaup
Gamguimrseyd y Glsmeist® Gleupy QUTENS (GFHLg-GurTi.

@uyomesst Bspeney Hleveraysnmo euensuiley LIS LTS VHHS Feipg
aflpr  Gsmewm L LiBSeTpgl. @eualpr aerilieny rsenw e
Qarmdl sFaug HF Seirp GrFLaDTISHIL 6T (Grevew sl GFiLigen)
Bevpa) GLipiAps.

Q&I FHEBlEmer TRTES BHFSIHEHGE Hewl 55 GeupPluiles &S SIS
2 eIl $% LIGST 6T, @S 6 pri_seflgyn allysd Cupblsmerdpmiser. SewwpLo
QuuL_smrigsenen (Lidlrmsener 100,000 wpenp 2. FsMsze) peor_GLiniHDns).
w Qgeir_mujsLimentl yevwgsev 6y BreTTew Feipg yem STENEUID
ApLiy ovapg Cammiorpid, renevuile jmeriil@ wh GlsevsrL_misiiment] seaurih
YpLm Lo pent_Glmidm .
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Thiru Karthigai

Karthigai Dheepam - festival of lights — is celebrated by Tamil Hindus on the
full moon day of Karthigai month (November/December) when the Tamil
Star of the same name intersects the month. This special occurrence aptly
named as 7hiru Karthigai is observed in every home and in every Murugan
Temple. Karthigai Dheepam in Thiuvannamalai, South India, is the most
popular of its kind. Lord Muruga is also called as Karthikeya, the one brought
up by six Karthigai fairies.

Temples, houses and streets are lit up with rows of dheepam (Oil Lamps)
in the evening of the festival day. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple celebrates
Thiru Karthigai in a grand scale with kavadi and paalkudam offerings in the
morning, Maheswara Poojai and Annadhaanam in the afternoon and the
lighting on Maha Dheepam, deity procession and burning of the sokkappanai
(Karthigai bonfire) in the evening,

SBEHITT SBlen 3

Sukisetlesr aflpreurenr STiSHens Sus FFETT, STHTSHeNS LOT $5Sl60
Guenfemrifluyd  STFSSlens  BLFSSTUPLD  RETMISIY.  G@UUHLD  BHTerflen
Qaremr_m_Lu@ADS.  (WPEEFewend  STTSHensLs  Gluessear  aeTT$S

enouflewrrey  &TisFIGsweT ereweytd Gy QupmuerenTd. BBEHHTHT SIlewss
GTGITDGYL_GIT WG SSHILI LISST FH@hdh@GLD Hleneraisy eumeals GlserefBimailer
S(HEUGTTGUTITLOGMGY HLILD.

<erm wrenevuiey Gamullevaser, afFlser whHpid afHSer (Lp(PUSILD BLIBISHET
gl  Qeualpralenerss Gy wHpFAuy et GlEmenri_m(RHHeT e
usgiser. ymerflg Gsew_muysuresfi GCsmuilalev smemevuiley SHTaulg Her
Lopmih LITeY GLmIser CF QSS) SRISET BT plsener @enDeeys @ & Lo LILIGHTLD
GlFwidlerpens. b wGapeveur LenF HpiLd jeTerSTesmid FenlGlLin#ngy).
wreneulled ETSUTTTSmewend QST Ibg STiSHemss GFTESLILIGHGS
Clamengsin Bspsd) HL_SSLIIBEDS)-
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Aarudhra Dharisanam

Aarudhra Dbarisanam celebrates the cosmic dance of

Lord Shiva in the form of Lord Natarajar on the day
of Thiruvaathirai star in the Tamil month of Margazhi
(December). Legend has it that Lord Shiva was given
Pittu and Kazhie by a devotee that he then spilled on
the dance floor as a form of blessing. These are the
traditional offerings on this day. The Temple celebrates
Aarudhra Dharisanam with special abisegham in the
morning to Lord Natarajar, his consort Goddess
Sivakami Amman and Saint Manickavasagar.

The abisegham is followed by special prayer and deity
procession of Lord Nataralar, his consort Goddess
Sivakami Amman, Saint Manickavasagar and Lord Sri
Thendayuthapani within temple premises. Specially
made Thiruvaathirai Kazhie is given to all devotees.

QY (BSTT SNFGTLD

wrisfl  wrgw  Fourdeor  pLFSHTSSTH
BLOTET  FnyBOMBSS  YNTS  STERTL_auLD
Y HeuGlLi(mHLOT eSS DY(BSTT SflFewrid
Gamewm LL@ADS. FAeuQLIEBLOTEFGL  LIGSET
UL LB womib seflullenes, ehs
srewLauomy.  AgHls Oshsss Geuig yfser
QuPRIFWSTSL Lrmessmiser @HLlGHAearper. erewGeu
HAuGlmoTenss  YBsrm  shsmsserg LG
Lopmitd Serfl LienL_SSLILIGSEDSGI. 2BSTT SHFeTsSHeurn
2merille Ggewr_muysurenfl Gsmuielev BT,
Heousmihl YT DD LOTENASEHTF H(HS S
srenevulev FApLiy o ICapsd B SSLLIBH TN S
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Aarudbra Dharisanam procession
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Monthly Shukla Shashti Skantha Homam procession within the temple premises
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Monthly Karthigai
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As per Tamil calendar, Karthigai star falls in every calendar month. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple celebrates this monthly occurrence with special prayers,
deity procession and Annadhaanam (lunch offering).

2ymerfg Qe _musiirentl Gsruiaiev eeuGleur (s TSP &TISHews Herd FAPLiyl yensser, seuril LpLIm® P YeTeTSTETLD 6T6u LAS
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WSS Feiplg- LDDILD SLILFS FBATPT 616w YewT () (Lp (pSiLd F L FPLIL{LOTS
Serengmertd GlFg umADS Tl Qs muysumesnfi  Camuiev.
QLiBH ST ermen LiGST Heir @SS/ madpmé Sirevmiserfley FpLi s Liew gsertiey 6055
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Grmeveir_ LirmGl_ev sewgy & ewevlew i AmsLiyr” (psev LB -
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DT T STGTLD QUIPEIEHLD (pewpullenes LBls Feurrevwioms alleurflsSlmSSRADT.

Annadhaanam

Annam (Food) & dhaanam (charity) is considered paramount in Hindu
tradition. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple provides food to devotees throughout
the year during various occasions, including specially prepared food on
Monthly Karthigai days, Thiru Karthigai, Guru Poojai, Navarathri, Shashti
Viradham and Thaipusam. Devotees throng to the temple to participate in
the pooja and partake in the food offering thereafter.

[n the chapter, “Many Gods” in his book “The Lights of Singapore™ (first
edition 1935), Roland Braddell describes quite light heartedly how the
Chettiars used to feed the people.




Pradosham

Pradosham is one of the most auspicious of prayers conducted
for Lord Shiva. It occurs twice a month - once each during the
waxing moon and waning moon periods, signifying an appropriate
time to worship Lord Shiva, his consort Goddess Parvathi and
his Vaahanam (Mount) Nandbi. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple
conducts Pradosham prayers with Abhisegham and deity procession
every fortnight.
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Ashtothara Satha
KalasaAbisegham

Ashtotharam represents a count of 8 and
Satham represents 100. Ashtothara Satha
KalasaAbisegham, a Hindu ritual based on the
Aagama tradition involves invoking the Lord
to manifest in 108 kalasam (copper pots) by
chanting Vedas, Thirumurai verses and moola
mantra offerings to the homam (sacred fire).

The holy water thus sanctified, is taken on a
procession around the temple and showered
on the deity in the sanctum, thereby uniting
the power with the Lord. This ritual done
periodically rejuvenates and augments the
power of the presiding deity, resulting in
abundant blessings and everlasting welfare to
the devotees and the world at large.
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Vaahanam - Vaahanam (the mount) specific to a deity in Hinduism is typically an animal or a mythical entity used as a vehicle. In Hindu iconography, the
positive aspects of the vehicle are often emblematic of the deity it carries. The peacock, vehicle of Lord Muruga, represents splendor and majesty. At the same
time it also symbolizes the evil forces over which the deity dominates like Lord Muruga reining in the peacock’s vanity.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple has a set of ornate Vaahanams. The 7hanga mayil (Golden peacock) is the primary mount for the presiding deity, used for deity
procession during Tamil New Year, 7hiru Karthigai, Chitra Pournami, Vaigaasi Visagam, Aadi Vel, Maasi Magam and Panguni Uthiram. The Velli Kuthirai
(Silver Horse) is used exclusively during Vijayadasami when the processional deity goes on a procession through the city. The Velli Rishabam (Silver Bull) is
used during Pradosham periods to carry Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvathi.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple also has two silver chariots. The bigger chariot is
used for city procession during Thaipusam, going to and returning from Layan
Sithi Vinayagar Temple on punarpusam day. The smaller chariot is used for deity
procession inside the temple premises during Varushabhishegam (the temple's
annual day), January 1, National Day and other special occasions.

Golden Peacock Vaahanam
SBIG LOUIGY 6UITSHGUTLD

The Silver Mooshigam (Silver Mouse) is used for the procession of Lord Sri Layan
Sithi Vinayagar on important occasions in Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple.

Silver Mooshiga Vaahanam
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Established in 1859, the temple celebrated its 150th Anniversary in December 2010
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As part of Singapore Golden Jubilee, the temple celebrated SG50 with a commemorative photo exhibition and various events
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Dignitaries

Memorable moments at
our temples

His Excellency
Yusof Bin Ishak
1st President of Singapore
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His Excellency Benjamin Henry Sheares - 2nd President of Singapore His Excellency C V Devan Nair - 3rd President of Singapore

His Excellency Dr Wee Kim Wee - 4th President of Singapore His Excellency Ong Teng Cheong - 5th President of Singapore




His Excellency S R Nathan - 6th President of Singapore
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Honourable Mr Lee Kuan Yew — 1st Prime Minister of Singapore
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Mr. Teo Chee Hean

Dr. Ng Eng Hen
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Mr. S Iswaran

Mr. Lim Swee Say Mr. Mah Bow Tan
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Dr. Vivian Balakrishnan Mr. Chan Chun Sing

Ms. Indranee Rajah Mr. Lawrence Wong




Mr. C Subramaniam Thavathiru Kundrakudi Adigalar

Mr. P Chidambaram Mr. H K L Bhagat




Guest Book & Notable Visitors
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Singapore Leaders

Mr Lee Kuan Yew, 1st Prime Minister of Singapore
Mr Goh Chok Tong, 2nd Prime Minister of Singapore

Indian Personalities

Thiru Ki Aa Pey Viswanathan

Thiru Balakavi Ramanathan Chettiar
Thirukkuralar V.Munusamy

Thiru Va Su Pa Manickam

Thiru Madhurakavi Ku. Ramanujam

Thiru They Po Meenakshi Sundaram

Thiru Maa Po Sivaganam

Thiru Naa Parthasaarathi, Editor “Theepam”
Thiru Kamban Adipodi Sa. Ganesan

Thiru Kunnakkudi Vaidyanathan

Hon. M.O.H. Farooq,

Former Chief Minister of Pondichery, India
Thiru Akilan

Thiru Madurai S. Somasundaram

(Madurai Somu)

Thiru A.V. Meyyappan Chettiar (AVM)
Thiru Lalgudi G. Jayaraman

Thiru Pithukuli Murugadoss

17/08/1963
11/11/1984

28/01/1957
01/09/1960
01/04/1961
01/06/1962
24/05/1962
13/01/1963
19/01/1964
19/05/1967
05/08/1968
30/12/1972

21/09/1973
15/06/1975

09/03/1977
22/07/1977
29/04/1979
07/06/1979



Services

Chettiars are renowned for their phil;mri'lmp\’ As a Mercantile community,
they always realize the importance of giving back to the society. W herever
thu go, their priorities are estz lhll‘s]'lll'l“ p|au\ of worship and ch: arity. They
understand their welfare is closely interlinked with that of their environment.
A predetermined part of their earnings is always earmarked for this pursuit.

Singapore is a standing L'\dIT]plL of this tradition. Pre and post-independence,
over the years the community has made significant contributions to the local
society. From helping to run Tamil Schools to contributions to SINDA,
from donations to Educational Institutions to giving away bursaries, from
the Malaya Patriotic Fund to the Nepal earthquake & recent Chennai floods,
from free food (annadhaanam) to wheel chairs for the physically challenged,
from organizing health camps to conducting Thevaram classes, the list is
long, never ending and to be continued with full vigor and passion for ages
to come.
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Community services -
Walk-A-Jog, Bursary awards, Donations to charitable organizations
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One of the first temples in Singapore to initiate and conduct 7Thirumurai education
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Thirumurai classes to all age groups at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple
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The Chettiars and Chettinadu

Chettinadu is the ancestral origin of Chettiars who are also known as
Nattukkottai Chettiars or Nagarathars. Chettinadu region comprises 96 villages
in Sivaganga and Pudukottai districts of Tamil Nadu. Chettiars currently live
in 75 out of the 96 villages. Karaikudi is the region’s principal town.

They are often referred to as Nattukkottai Chettiars to distinguish them from
other groups of Chettiars. The term means “people with palatial houses in the
countryside”.

They are also referred to as “Nagarathars” meaning city dwellers, as they lived
in a city called Poompubar on the east coast of Tamil Nadu, a part of which
went under the sea leading to their migration to interior Tamil Nadu.

Probably because of the adventurous nature of Chettiars and the fact they
travelled far and wide and assimilated various cultures, this region has been
richly endowed with unique influences in hospitality, architecture and
food. The world renowned Chertinadu food reflects the barren nature of the
landscape in its aroma and considerable use of pungent spices.

The hallmarks of the Nattukkottai Chettiar community are divine worship
and philanthropy. The community members are ardent devotees of Sri
Thendayuthapani, also called Lord Muruga. Most of the temples instituted
by the community, especially outside India, are for Lord 7hendayuthapani.
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Grandeur of Chettinadu

A typical Chettinadu house is Pd];lli;l' and opulent. At the entrance are two

raised platforms on each side called thinnai, for travelers and guests to rest

and relax, showcasing Chettiars’ inclination towards hospitality.

The architecture at the core is an amalgam of local, South East Asian and
European influences. It stands out in its use of large spaces in halls and
courtyards, ornately embellished with imported marble, Belgian glasswork,
Burma teak woodwork, Athangudi tiles and supported by spectacularly
detailed stone, iron and wooden pillars.
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[ntricately carved front door of a typical Chettinadu house
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Tranquil look of Chettinadu village
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Kittangi in Market Street - early 1970s
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Kittangis in Singapore

Chettiars after establsihing themselves as financiers in Burma during colonial
rule, came to Singapore and set up their business on the banks of the river
around Market Street and Chulia Street. Their main business was money
lending. Borrowing money from Chettiars those days was a simple non-
bureaucratic process.

They operated their business out of Kittangis - long narrow buildings, divided
into several small rooms. It was an exclusively male domain. They worked and
lived there. Once the day’s work was done, they offered prayers to Lord Sri
Thendayuthapani at Tank Road in the evenings.

According to one source, the rates of interest were fixed ar a committee
meeting each month. Temple and Kittangis were inseparable and when
re-development of Market Street commenced during the later 1970s the
Kittangis were moved to Tank Road, closer to the temple.

Being part of Kittangi meant a lot to a young Chettiar boy — it was a perfect
on-the-job training where he had to progress from being an office boy to
a clerk. By his mid-20s, he would rise to the level of Koortaali or Agent,
and then progress to becoming a Pangaali or Partner, after which he himself
became the Mudhalaali or Owner. This is the structured way the community
groomed its next generation of businessmen.
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Kittangi in Market Street - early 1970s Kittangi in Tank Road - 2015
197 0sefleir ppLIGHUIe0 LomF&GsL. w1960 eobSlbhS HL L B Gz srenevwilev 2 rer A1 mid - 2015 205



| |
T
A

ARA

Lamamis) by Indedhine
\

CHERN LIAN SHAN s
Sculptor o

Singapore's posifion as a cenfre for entrepdt trade led to the proliferation of =l =
financial institutions, The setlement's first bank was the Bank of Calcutta, o= 2 = e
esfablished In 1840. Financial businesses set up their offices near the Singapore River
fo be close to the area's many frading houses.

(===

Early services were divided along ethnic lines. The moneylending business in the
early days was primarily run by the Chettiars who came from South India. The Cheffiars -
congregated al Market and Chulla Streefs, and their offices were easy fo spotl, These
usually comprised a clerk and a manager who sat behind a small low desk on a r
woven mal, os shown here. Clearing houses were the domain of the Chinese,
Capitalising on abundant trade between Singapore and China, these companies
thrived. Clerks, like this standing pig-talled man, were a common sight as they bushed
fo and from offices in Commercial Square (Raffies Place).

A sculpture at Boat Quay
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