
..GOLDEN 
f  /  J  l  i  1  f  ( } h

^ 6 0 f l l I J



© All rights reserved. No part o f this book may be reproduced or transmitted by any person or entity 
or retailers, in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, 
scanning or by any information storage and retrieval system without the prior written permission o f the 
Publisher, except in the case o f brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews with appropriate 
citations.

First edition - January 2016

ISBN -978-981-09-8163-1

Published by
Chettiars’ Temple Society
13 Tank road, Singapore - 238063
Phone: +65 - 67379393, Fax: +65 - 67350804
Email: chtemple@singnet.com.sg
Website: www.sttemple.com
UEN: T04SS0015B

Administrators of
Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple 
73, Keong Saik Road 
Singapore - 089167 
Phone: +65 - 62214853 
Fax: +65 -62211728

Printed by
Gemini Graphics &  Printers Pte Ltd 
Block 668, #02-24, Chander Road 
Singapore -  210668

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple ( Chettiars Temple )
15, Tank Road
Singapore - 238065
Phone: +65 - 67379393
Fax: +65 - 67350804

mailto:chtemple@singnet.com.sg
http://www.sttemple.com


Published by

L « f o

Chettiars' Temple Society, 
Singapore

A D M I N I S T R A T O R S  O F

S r i  l a y a n  S i t h i  v i n a y a g a r  t e m p l e  &  

S r i  t h e n d a y u t h a p a n i  t e m p l e

(ALSO KNOWN AS CHETTIARS TEMPLE)

www.sttemple.com

jJ/h>
. .GOLDEN

^ 6 D f l U J

r f ^ c Z D S jr s y d S t r f r

http://www.sttemple.com


Acknowledgements

Our sincere gratitude to

• National Heritage Board for their guidance and linking us with National Archives of 
Singapore.

• Ministry of Information and the Arts Collection, National Archives of Singapore for 
providing us with a valuable collection of rare images.

• Singapore Press Holdings for providing us with a valuable collection of rare images.

• Singapore Tourism Board for providing us with one of their valuable images.

• www.singas.co.uk for providing images from their valuable collection of “Old Singapore”.

• Management Committee members, Editorial team, all Volunteers and Temple staff for 
their efforts and support in this initiative.

http://www.singas.co.uk


Contents

Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple 10

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple 36

Guest Book & Notable Visitors 184

The Chettiars and Chettinadu

Grandeur of Chettinadu

Kittangis in Singapore

Dignitaries 176

Services 188

194

196

2 0 2



Message

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple are amongst the oldest and well established Hindu temples in Singapore. Managed by the 
Chettiar community, the renowned and original merchant bankers o f Singapore, the temples have a storied heritage. Established in 1859, Sri Thendayuthapani 
Temple was gazetted as a national monument in 2014. Built in 1925, Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple today stands as a testament o f multi-racial bonding 
and fellowship with devotees from all races part- take for daily prayers and festivals at the temple.

Beyond religious activities, the Community through the Temples has contributed immensely towards enhancing the social, racial and cultural fabric o f 
Singapore. They have participated actively in community outreach and charity work, providing bursaries to assist educational excellence, organizing activities 
to nurture understanding o f Hindu and Indian culture and playing a pivotal role in promoting inter-racial and inter-religious harmony amongst Singaporeans.

This publication comes when Singapore is celebrating a milestone -  50 years o f nation building. This pictorial publication ‘The Golden Memories’, captures 
and chronicles the illustrious history o f the temples for posterity. It will act as a meaningful resource for future generations o f Singaporeans to understand the 
roots o f the two temples and to continue celebrating the virtue o f peaceful co-existence as one community.

K Shanmugam
Minister for Home Affairs and 
Minister for Law
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Message

Singapore takes pride in being a multi-racial, multi-cultural society. Our places o f worship are at the core o f this harmonious existence.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple are such notable institutions in our landscape, with an illustrious heritage. Transcending 
religion, they have made substantial contributions to Singapore society in the spheres o f volunteering, charity, education and culture.

It is befitting that such landmarks o f religious and social significance produce visual compilations to document their journey. Such publications are important 
records o f history and tradition, reminding us o f the road we have travelled together even as we contemplate our shared future with hope.

I commend the Temple Management for initiating this idea and on its efforts to publish ‘The Golden Memories’.

S Iswaran
Minister for Trade and Industry (Industry)
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Message

The Chettiar community in Singapore has a praiseworthy record o f being prudent and cost conscious in the management o f its temples. Reflecting this, Sri 
Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple under their management have continued to maintain high service standards. As a result, both 
the temples are popular amongst discerning worshippers and preferred venues for conducting auspicious events.

We, at the Hindu Endowments Board, have maintained close links with the Chettiar community over the years. The co-operation between our Sri Srinivasa 
Perumal Temple and Sri Thendayuthapani Temple in the organization o f the annual Thaipusam festival is one outstanding example o f our cordial relations. 
Our Board values these associations.

Hindu Endowments Board extends its warmest wishes and congratulations to the trustees, management and staff o f the Sri Thendayuthapani Temple on the 
release o f the pictorial publication ‘The Golden Memories’.

R Jayachandran
Chairman - Hindu Endowments Board
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Foreword

Greetings.

Chettiars’ Temple Society, manages the over a 
century old Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple 
and Sri Thendayuthapani Temple, a Singapore 
National Monument.

Closely interlinked with the local multiracial 
culture all along, our temples have provided 
consistent support to Tamil and Saiva 
Siddhantha in Singapore and have been the seat 
o f many historical events.

One o f the significant events was the SG50 function celebrated in Sri 
Thendayuthapani Temple during September 2015. Based on popular request 
during the event, the management decided to document our history and 
hence conceived the idea o f this Coffee Table Book.

I would like to thank the National Archives o f Singapore, Singapore Press 
Holdings, Singapore Tourism Board, National Heritage Board and all other 
local and overseas organizations for providing rare photographs used in this 
pictorial digest.

I would like to thank and appreciate the Editorial Committee members, all 
Nagarathars, Management Committee members and volunteers for all their 
efforts in bringing out this Coffee Table Book in a very short timeframe.

I hope this Golden Memories will be a prized possession for youngsters and 
future generations. I pray to the Almighty Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar and Sri 
Thendayuthapani to bestow good health and prosperity on all the people o f 
Singapore and deem it my privilege to release ‘The Golden Memories’.

M U M U Muthia
Karbar (President) - Chettiars’ Temple Society
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Preface

It is but natural that Singapore Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple are existing testimony to the primary virtues o f the Chettiar 
community - inclination towards the divine and philanthropy.

Nattukottai Nagarathars, as they are also referred to as, are a mercantile community from Tamil Nadu, India that transcended geographical borders to 
establish their trading and eventually, money-lending businesses in Burma, Ceylon and the Malayan Peninsula. Wherever they went, they preserved their 
communal distinctiveness by establishing places o f worship in total devotion to the Almighty, upholding integrity in business and practicing frugality in life. 
Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple are two notable establishments in the community’s global list o f munificence and service 
to society at large.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple has been in existence for more than 150 years now. Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple is nearing a century. Between them, the two 
temples have an illustrious heritage in the Singapore landscape. Besides being notable places o f worship, the temples have also journeyed beyond the realms o f 
religion into services to the community by way o f serving the cause o f the Tamil language, teaching culture, providing bursaries for education and conducting 
health &  fitness events. Over the years many notable dignitaries have visited the temples and many memorable events have taken place here. Out o f which Sri 
Thendayuthapani Temple being gazetted as a National Monument is one.

And there comes a time where it becomes imminent the heritage and the journey o f such establishments are documented, for the benefit o f generations to 
come. Hence this pictorial digest.

Tracing back to the make-up o f the community, their roots, their lives and their culture, this publication aims to highlight how all o f it is intertwined into 
what, why and how of these two temples. With a carefully chosen selection o f images and accompanying text, this is a visual-rich attempt to give the readers a 
wholesome experience. Browsing through this will provide a deeper understanding o f the evolution o f the multi-faceted Nagarathar community and a clearer 
visualization o f Temples and related activities &  events being pre-eminent in their collective existence.
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Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple, administered by Chettiars’ Temple Society, 
is located in the midst o f China Town at the junction o f Keong Saik Road 
and Kreta Ayer Road. Built in 1925, the temple today attracts thousands of 
devotees, including other races. There is a belief that if one circumambulates 
the temple sanctum 108 times sincerely, his or her wish will be granted.

The temple has three Vinayagar idols and a Vel (Holy Spear) symbolizing Lord 
Muruga, Nagar and Rama Naamam in the main sanctum with Dwarabalakars 
(Sentinels) Kushmaandar and Vignathundilar standing guard. The original idol 
was entrusted to Nagarathars by a soldier-devotee who came to Singapore as 
a part o f British Indian Army. When the temple was established, Nagarathars 
brought a new black stone idol from India and installed it along with the 
original, so as to upkeep the promise made. This new temple was called 
“Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple” as the original idle was located at the “Sepoy 
Line” (Army Quarters). The third idol was donated by a Nagarathar devotee 
when the kittangis (warehouse shops) in Market Street was acquired for city 
development purpose.

After the new temple was built, the Nagarathars started the practice o f Silver 
Chariot Procession o f Lord Thendayuthapani to Layan Sithi Vinayagar 
Temple on the day before Thaipusam. The procession starts at Tank Road and 
goes through Market Street, the erstwhile location o f the Chettiars Kittangi. 
It is believed that Lord Thendayuthapani visits his mother Sri Mariamman to 
get her blessing and then visits his brother Lord Vinayagar to get the blessed 
Vel (Holy spear) before returning to Tank Road for Thaipusam festival.

The temple has undergone three consecration ceremonies (1975, 1989 and 
2007) since inception. The most recent consecration in December 2007 was 
a grand affair with extensive redesign and renovation to the temple. A grand 
5 storey Rajagopuram was added and side walls removed to have an open 
layout. A multipurpose hall and fully equipped staff quarters were also built 
to upgrade the temple facilities.

The never ending throng o f devotees and the ever present spiritually charged 
atmosphere is testament to the fact that Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple is 
a fitting edifice to the most beloved Lord Sithi Vinayagar.

Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple *3 l(rt)6rrL£l(&) s v iu e i r  f fS lr s m u a fr  G & rru S le v

Q & i ' i(j u irrrr ^ e o iu a  (&, (i^LD^^Issrrrrrso $ij<5i]&g>&>uu(piLD ĝi/0 soiusti 
aSInjmLiaiT G&rruSlso, sn&ssrn is y s t i  sfr>LDiuuu(&)$u5)so S G iu m ii Q & iu a  G rrrr®  
LntbjruLb d lG rrg g rr *3p u rr G rrrr®  & = ^ u lS\so ^stsfLDrB^jensfT^j. 1925  so sr(LpuuLJUL-i— 
^l&G&rriiShso ffijstijryuD ^uS lrr&&sm &i3irrsm  uso ggjsvru uadsrrasinsrr f f i t siiQ^dljD^j. 
<^&>GamiS\so ^stiss fl^rrsfsr^ss)^ 108 (yxsmrr) so sold so(jf)SO&>sti Qpsoih (Lp(Lp(ip^rb 
a isysm T ssr sfflrBmLi&p &,izi&i<sfT LSlrrm j^^&ossT^sosn jRsnfpGsopnjjsorrrr sr stiff) 
rfjLDiSla&na u&dgrjr&isiflsini—Guj rfilsosti) soq̂ S t) ^ .

(g^aGamiSlsSlsti ^ s tis til^ irs s r^ ^ ls o  ^Lpstigu sSlfBmuanj
a is y s D s rru  L5)[rd>lrS)$&>gii G<su<sb spstiryLb, n jrr& ij, /jttlo rsmoLD, w/DryLb ^ (ff)  
gtfsorrijurTso&rTafsrT)ld ^ (rj^ s ti L /rfl^stifo& srir. SLsnsrr ^ ip s ti^ i
sSlfBmusffr sS\&i<£lrj&rti&isif\so, {Lpso sSl&Srr&LD m rsm is o ^ s s )^  G&rjfs&i sS tjrr
s^Q^sorrrrso rBesfj^^friraiSffh—ih ŝ ljuss)L-<x <x u u l L i—^ j. . £g)/s/0  2-srrsfr ^Lpsti^j
sfirB rnuarr sfil&i&lfj-airhi&isiflso, (Lpso srf)&dlrr&LD iSlrfliL-is^syi m rsm isoa^ss)^
G&p-rijg sSrrrr s£(ff,sotjfTso rb& fj^^rrrr& G ifli—LD s^uussfi—Si&iuuLLi—^ j.  G&rruSlso
a t ' i(f h i Q urrqp& j] rBenu^^rrijaisrr, i s 8 ij (!$&(&) ^<sffl&>&> sufT&(& m $s5)iu&>
Q&rrL^rjrB&ii ^ s o r r  soLprio&iu rflsm soiLjL-sti, Gldsoild <S£(fT) l/^ I ili « 0 /5/<*<sb sSl&>rra8)®S)&> 
^jfB^liumaSl&SlQ^fB^j so rrsosm y)# )L S Irr^ ls i^ss fi— Q & iiigs tsrij. “( flu u rr iu  so iusti” sr stiff) 
rrrrsm isuSi (^ l̂ juSIq̂ u lSIso £3)0/535 sfirB rnuarr s rs tiu ^ rrs o  l/^ I iu  G&rruSlso “so iusti 
sSlrBrnuafr G&rru5)so” sr&sr ^jSfDLpSi&iuuLLj—^ j.  LD rrfjaQ aoL s rv ^ lfL - <£lL-i—ihJ'£la<tiT 
p a p  GLDLDurrî (pi<EF>arT&> s in & iiu & u u ® £ & iu u L -j—G urr& ii (Lpstifo irso^j i3m &s)Sfnum j 
tflsnsosniu, 6^0 n)3>rr&>&>rrij u a g rr  G&m i5)sviaf& soLprEjSssfrrrr.

$ l[5& u  L-i$liu G&rruSlso suL-iqju iS lstiG u, p & ijg g iT ij& s fT  (urf) Q ^s m i—rru-ipunrsistil 
srsom Blsoiu^ singuL^# sSlLprr & ldiuud Qsostisff) rr&t&jtRso ^rBJ(g fp&rrsusOLDfr&i 
<3ISV)Lp3i&il 61/0LO SULpa&LD r5&T>l—(LpS!S)fD&(8) <517/5̂ 0/. (//$ G]^SmL-fTlH^UfTSfsti\
ŝ soQ soitq^  ^ysm (pn ti l /sqTtjLy?  ^ Is s r^ ^ s ti^ u  G & rii G fjm l-i^s S l(f^ ^^ i L jrouuLL^i, 
(LpstiLj &LL.L—f£ id l& m  ^ )0/5^ LnrrrraiQ&iLL s rv ^ lf il.  suLfiliurrau uiuswsfl&i&ii ^s tio n & sr 
LDrrrfhuLLLDsinsfsr£  Q urh jrji, &>sti ^ s m s m rs ti stifBiTUJ&rfjsti
^ ^ s ifS T ^ is t i Gsuso Q urhjr)i&  Q & rrsm ®  ihsm(p\LD G ^rti G rrrr®  s u ^ s s fL S p fr r r .

1975  UDfbjru ld 1989&(&jLJ i3sti&srrr sfilrfisurrsi wj^ £ [tss)Ld&;&u ljiL ®  isf-.&LDurr 
2 0 0 7 so l6I&> sS]LDfflss)&:u jrr&  ^Lpstirorrsu^j (g ihum SlG sqi& ih  5 $s$)so
rrrrGgG&rTLirjLD, ^ .lL lhd^  afsorrantir j£lrr)Si&;uuLL®Lj Q u rflu j^n ssr &rj)n)j LDsmi—U ih , 
uso Gr5rr&(&) LD p^jib  2m i£lujij& i<tir &>iii(3)iRi—ib  srsm Gldldu® £ £ u u l L i—&h.

srsmsmrpro u&i&njasrT l̂rj~(sr^uD, srrEJ(^ih GSlujrrL$£t£l(nj&i(3jih QgiUGfU&Q^Lh so iusti 
sS lpm ua ij G&rruSlsSlsti <$rDUH&(5& & rrstijru .
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Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple - early 1930s
1930&nsif)<oin (Lpri)U(^^lu5}ffO ev iue ir oS lrsm usiir G&rniSleo

© National Archives o f Singapore
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Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple - early 1950s
1950&<sifhoir (iprr)U(&)j£lii5)ffO <srnB(gvilkoSt Gfilrsmu&rr G&miSl<so 12



Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple - 2004 
^(njefriEtaj eviuevr ®S)r5mu&!j G>&mi5lff0 - 2004 13





Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple - 2015 
GViueisr aS IrB iriuarj GarruSleo - 2 0 1 5



Inside view o f Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple until reconstruction in 2007
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Inside view o f Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple after reconstruction in 2007
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Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple during Thaipusam - early 1940s
1940a<orf)<o8T (Lpri)U(^^hiSlffO e tn ^ u y^ ih  - eoiueisr s filrs iru ja rT  Gam iSleo



Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple vicinity in 1990s (Top) &  2015 (Bottom)
^(jf)mL8(&) eviLKoir <£)&>$ eiSlfBmuairr Gami5)ff0 &fi)jryuLjrD&G&rrrr)rr)LjD 1990a<sffl<so (GldGsv) & 2015 (&Gip)



Consecration - November 1989
@uDurrL5Kl)<sy,aLD - rB<smbufr 1 9 89 22



Consecration - November 1989
(g jiburriJ lG istyaLD  - rb s m b u fr 1 9 8 9 23



Consecration - Balasthabanam - March 2007
(^LburriSlGeytaLD - urrevstv^rrumij) - LDrrrr& 2007  24



Consecration - Yaagasalai - December 2007 
(g iburriSKoeyt&LD  -  lurra&rT&rxoV -  is ^ & ih u r r  2 0 0 7 25





Consecration - December 2007
(^ L D u m J K o G ^ s iL b  -  i s ^ ^ ih u f r  2 0 0 7 27



Sculpture
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Vimanam
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Architectural structures at Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple
(̂/Tj<oirrL£l(&j evtuiosr <£!&>$ efipmuaij G&htu5)go « lLLqj— <̂ss)LDULi&;<srr

Raja Gopuram 
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South Indian Temple Architecture consists o f different structures - 
Raja Gopuram (tall towering structure at the entrance o f temple), 
Sanctum Sanctorum (chamber o f the presiding deity), Vimanam  
(towering structure on top o f the sanctum), Sculptures (of gods, 
celestial beings and mythical animals). Some temples also have 
Dwarapalakars (sentinels) and Mandapams (hall with ornate pillars 
and sculptures).
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Divine offerings from multi-racial devotees - lighting o f lamps, performing 108 pragharams (circumambulation o f the main sanctum), 
breaking o f coconuts and participation in Homams
usv ^ s m u  ua&>rra<si?l<m 6uiJ)lurr(£)&<srr - 108 (Lp&np suevib <su(t̂ ^<so, Q prii& m u  2_s3)z_^^sb, LDpjryLD GeunrTLD ĵ&ierflffO u ih jG &pp& i
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Ganapathy Homam

Ganapathy Homam  is considered the most exalted o f all Hindu fire rituals, 
as it is directed at Lord Vinayagar, the primary Hindu deity. It is customary 
to always pray to Lord Vinayagar, the remover o f obstacles, at invocation. 
Ganapathy Homam  is usually performed before beginning any spiritual, 
religious or worldly activity, praying for siddhi (success) and buddhi (wisdom). 
It is considered best to perform Ganapathy Homan during Brahma M uhurtham  
(early morning 4 - 5  A M ). Ganapathy Homam  is the most performed ritual at 
Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple.
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Chathur Laksha Jaba Homam

Chathur Laksha Jaba Homam  is an important ritual held at Sri Layan Sithi 
Vinayagar Temple. Chathur means four and Laksham means hundred 
thousand. This ritual hence consists o f chanting Vinayagar Moolamantra 
four hundred thousand times, along with forty thousand homa aavarthis - 
offering to the ritual fire. The belief is that this ritual reinforces the power 
o f the presiding deity and thereby enhances His blessings to the devotees 
multifold.
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Vinayagar Chaturthi
Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar 
Temple celebrates Vinayagar 
Chaturthi as a major festival 
during the month of 
September, that includes 
presiding deity procession 
within temple premises in the 
evening. On this day, it is 
considered auspicious to 
initiate new endeavors.
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple at Tank Road, also known as Chettiars Temple, 
is one o f the oldest Temples in Singapore. It was built in 1859 by Nattukkottai 
Chettiars and is being administered by Chettiars’ Temple Society.

Some o f the earliest arrivals o f the community at Singapore are recorded 
around the 1820s. And about 35 years after their arrival they are supposed to 
have constructed a proper temple for Sri Thendayuthapani. The foundation 
stone indicates that the Temple was first consecrated on 4.4.1859.

C M Turnbull, in her book A History o f Singapore 1819-1975 records that 
the Nattukkottai Chettiars built the Subramaniam Temple (a popular name 
given to the temple by non-chettiars) at Tank Road in 1859.

Prior to that, they had installed a Vel (spear), symbolizing Lord Muruga, 
under a pipal tree at the bank o f a tank in what is now the slip road leading to 
River Valley Road / Clemenceau Avenue. The temple was a simple structure 
with two raised platforms at the entrance similar to those found in Chettiar 
households in India, an Alangara Mandapam — hall for decorated Utsavars 
(the processional deities), Arththa M andapam -  the central hall leading to the 
main sanctum and a Karthigai Kattu — the dining hall with a courtyard.

The presiding deity o f the temple is Lord Thendayuthapani. There are separate 
sanctums for Lord Shiva and Goddess Meenakshi, established in 1878. Also 
present in the Temple are Jambu Vinayagar and Idumban (on each side o f the 
main sanctum), Dakshinamoorthy, Bhairavar, Vishnu Durga and Navagraha. 
Temple was reconstructed during early 1980s in a grand scale and modern 
facilities like wedding hall, staff quarters and car park were added.
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Source: Ihe Straits Times fe Singapore Press Holdings l imited. Reproduced with permission

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - early 1950s
1950&<sif)<oisr (Lp rr)U (^^h i5 )& j Q ^ s m L ^ m n ^ u rr& s ^ i GamtShzo 37



Artistic impression o f Tank Road vicinity - a century ago.
Panoramic view with Sri Thendayuthapani Temple in the left and Tank Road Railway station in the right. 
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National Monument
Gazetted on 20 October 2014

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple was established in 1859 by the Nattukottai Chettiars 
who contributed significantly to Singapore’s early economy. Rebuilt in the 1980s, 

this South Indian-style temple is dedicated to the Hindu deity Murugan, 
for whom Thaipusam is celebrated annually with a street procession.
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Thaipusam celebration at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - early 1920s 
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43
Thaipusam celebration at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - early 1920s 
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Thaipusam celebration at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - early 1920s 
1920a<sif)<sisr (Lpfpu(^^lu5\eo isv̂ ul^&ld - Q^<5mi_rriL]&>urr®stfl G&mtfhso 44





Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - early 1970s
1970&i<srFhosr (Lpri)U(3jd£lu5)eo Gl̂ Gssri—mLî umssjsfl GarruSlffO
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - 2010
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View o f the sanctum - before 1979 (left) and after 1983 (above)
^Lpeveuij &to&T<otflĝ rT<mLD - 1979a(&j Q^sisnssrij 1983&i(3ju iSlrot&j (GldGsv) 49
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Karthigai kattu, a Chettinadu style open hall used to serve food, was converted 
to a food serving hall in the ground floor and wedding hall upstairs during 
the reconstruction work between 1979 - 1983.
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Procession within Temple premises - 1950s 
1950&<sif)ffo G&rruSJev <su<srrrT&;Sî l6S)i<srr rstomi—Qurbro &ksiimB ludljuit®

Visit by Commonwealth dignitaries - 1970s
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Serene look o f 
Sri Thendayuthapani 
Temple entrance with 
magnificent portico 
during 1950s. Till 1979, 
the temple did not have 
structures like the 
Gopuram at the 
entrance that is seen 
today.

The temple used to be 
surrounded by lush 
greenery. Picture depicts 
the temple entrance from 
the side with children 
from the neighbouring 
school playing in the 
front yard.
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple during the reconstruction process between 1979 and 1983 
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple went through an extensive reconstruction 
process during 1979 to 1983. The temple was to be in the center with a 
wedding hall, car park facility and staff quarters flanking its sides.

An imposing Raja Gopuram (main tower) was erected 73 feet high, then 
the tallest Gopuram in South East Asia. Entering through the main tower, 
the temple opened up into the Artha Mandapam  on the left, the Alangaara 
Mandapam  and an office room on the right.
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Consecration

Kumbabishegam (Consecration) is a ritual o f sanctification in Hindu 
religion, to render holiness to the temple and its deities by means of 
religious rites. It is customary to perform consecration every twelve years.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple has been consecrated in 1936, 1953, 1983, 
1996 and 2009. While the earlier consecrations were aimed at retaining 
the original structure intact with renovation and restoration works, the 
subsequent consecrations after 1980s were focused on rebuilding and 
modernizing the temple — adding a Raja Gopuram and equipping it with 
an open layout and new age infrastructure. The consecration held in 
November 2009 was witnessed by thousands o f devotees on-site and it was 
also broadcast online.

(& jiburTL5lG < syt& ib

&LDUJ(Lp<oG)tDLJUL£i- 1 2  <Q(rij(Lpto$)fr) lu n & tz j& m  eu e irij^ ^ i& i
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^ lSKd6^ 3 hJd Q&iu<sfil&i(&jLC) /§<si£<a/ (§ibunri3G <syiaii) ^(g jU D . p®sr®tfrrm^(pi
&S\Lprr rbL—̂3tf<siJ&><5isT QP<soib ^eisnSsi &&j£la<5rr iurr&s)&uiqih
G&rrL/rTLb LDrognii) ^6rr<srf)(pSi(^ijD Qpiu<sui£ia<sif)<5isT &hiL.L—Uu(p\<£l<oisrr)^i.
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Consecration - November 1983
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Devotees thronging the entrance o f Sri Thendayuthapani Temple to witness the consecration - November 1983
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Consecration - November 1996 
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Consecration - November 2009 
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Consecration - Balasthabanam. - May 2009 
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Consecration - Muhoorthakaal, Yaagasalai - November 2009 
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Consecration rituals and Yaagasalai - November 2009 
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Consecration - November 2009 
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Devotees thronging the entrance o f Sri Thendayuthapani Temple to witness the consecration - November 2009 
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Stucco

If South Indian Hindu temples were to be represented by a symbol or 
an insignia, the Raja Gopuram (main tower) will, by far be the obvious 
choice. The Gopurams and Vimanams carry a Puranic representation and 
history of time in the form o f Stucco. Stucco relief was used in sculptural 
and architectural decoration schemes o f many ancient cultures that 
includes Hinduism. While centuries ago natural materials such 
as limestone paste were used, modern day Stuccos are made using 
cement and other materials.

Q u m ib u freo n h  p-rr^G&rrqrrrsj&iGrT £§)/5Ji/« G&rruS\<s08i<SG)6fTlj
6f)([Fj <$637W Lb ^ffCXSO&H ^<SS)l— UJrT<SfTLDmLJ aS}ffl[EJ@<$<o&TrD&Sr. 
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Festivals $ (jT j< a S lj£ rT 3 i3 i< sfr

The spirituality adhered to by Hindus is replete with festivals -  occasions that 
spurn them to come together as one community to celebrate the divinity - at 
their abode, the Temple, which is the focus o f all aspects o f life for Hindus. 
Festivals are accompanied with observances like fasting &  carrying kavadi 
(the holy burden), deity procession and annadhaanam (food offering).

gjrBgj&muj (Lp&Dfouuiŝ  $(rTj6filLprraa<srr use su(&j&&iuuLL(£)srrsnssr. (̂ GUsfilLprrai 
arrsvrEJ&isrfhso ua&yj&SYr Qu( ĵy l̂rrsfTrT3) 0̂/57<30<STn<sw750/ ^stntDsusmsisru Gurrpfp^ 
&L£>LuQrF,rfil<3>®s)<5fT3> ass)L-uL5hs)-t5&tJ s^lrr^ii GwpQ&rrsn^&iSV, arrsuLy srQ&gso, 
&<5iimB LtfDUurr®, ^ssrssr^rrssrii) st&st Q̂S)y>siJLplurT(p>3)SfT Q&iugi urrib Qurr^snsrr 
<̂5G)L-UJ (Lfirj)u(̂ dl<oSTf0<o<sr!T-

A religious tradition rich in customs and beliefs, Hinduism offers obeisance 
in plenty to the Almighty - the Omnipotent and Omnipresent through 
various festivals. The basic purposes for such festivals are to create a special 
atmosphere, diverting the mind from worldly concerns to spiritual focus, 
to invoke the soul’s inherent qualities by creating an environment filled 
with auspiciousness, to give spiritual impetus and inspiration, to stimulate 
the performance o f daily duties, to harmonize the natural inclination for 
celebration with spiritual goals and to forge a healthy sense o f fellowship by 
harmoniously bringing together individuals, families and communities.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple as an established centre o f worship and social 
cohesion regularly conducts various Hindus festivals the ceremonial way. 
Every year six important festivals are celebrated with great pomp and grandeur, 
which are Thaipusam, LetchaArchanai for Meenakshi Amman &  Durgai 
Amman, Navarathri, Skantha Shashti and Thiru Karthigai. Apart from the 
6 major festivals, the temple also conducts the annual Aaruthra Darisanam, 
Ramayanam recital, bimonthly Pradosham prayers, monthly Karthigai, Maha 
Shivarathiri and Guru Poojai.

r$ m b  ^ su ro m — surrjpsfilsv Q & rTsm isj-(rf)3 i(3 jii) &susv>sv&msfT LDprij&iJ ldsvt^ ss)^  
^jp isnB& i^^ lso $<o5)& $(gjui^<5ii^p(8)Lb, lu s o u rra  njLD ld&st̂ Igo (§uyQ &nsm u^ (g j&@ Lb
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f̂<ss>i_iLKoijii) @SlLprr{K3>m Q<9;rrsmt—rrL—UU®<£lsifTfr)sisr.
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(vrf) iL n ss rm iS  ^ ldldsgt sVLL&rr[j& :<9:sis)svr, (j/ri> &,ht&<5v>& ^ liu x s s T  s v ii-& m j& :&:sis)s$T, 
p s iJ ijrTg jg lrfl, &siyisy, ^<LIuj <gl(nj6fi\Lprr8i9i6is)SfT& <£(i])LD
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Silver chariot procession o f Lord Sri Thendayuthapani within the temple premises on 1st January every year
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Thaipusam

Thaipusam is a religious festival celebrated mostly by Tamil Hindus on the 
day o f star Pusam around Pournami (Full Moon) in the Tamil month o f Thai 
(Jan/Feb). The name o f the festival is coined from the month (thai) and the 
star (pusam).

The festival is in honor o f Lord Muruga, the patron deity o f Tamils and it 
commemorates his triumph over evil. The festival assumes added relevance to 
Sri Thendayuthapani Temple as Lord Muruga is considered the clan deity o f 
the Chettiars.

The annual Thaipusam celebration, most significant in the local Tamil festival 
calendar, has been celebrated at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple for more than 
100 years now. On the eve o f Thaipusam, the processional deity o f Lord 
Muruga, placed in a silver chariot, is taken on a procession through the 
city to Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple in the early morning and returns 
back to Sri Thendayuthapani Temple in the evening, with the vel (holy 
spear) accompanied by Chettiar kavadis. This event is popularly called as 
Punarpusam.
On Thaipusam day, a larger procession takes place where Hindu and non- 
Hindu devotees start at Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple in Serangoon Road and 
undertake a 3 km trek to Sri Thendayuthapani Temple. Male devotees carry 
kavadis - ornately decorated steel structures, with or without spikes either as 
bodily penance to implore Lord Murugas blessings or as thanksgiving for 
granted prayers. Peacock feathers from Lord Murugas vaahanam (divine 
mount) are used to adorn the kavadis.

Other devotees, especially female devotees, carry paal kudam  (milk pots) on 
their heads. Their milk offerings are showered on the vel in the sanctum. 
Many devotees also tonsure their heads as a part o f fulfilling the sacred vow. 
Annadhaanam  is provided from noon onwards.

gbiPlLpa si—eyenrr&uj (LpQjjsu Qu^LDirein, $ uj ss^lsem en Qeupffl Qsitemi—.&sein 
rSlemesreurrs, &L£>ius>ems>S: sfrrrps, ^LElLppsenrreo em&> Lorr̂ uo QuentjemiBemiu
g w ‘ i(j S1/0 LD Lps ruLLss^Irrssesrnil em&suLysLD QsrremL^fTL-UuCpiSrnsi ■

Qsn ' i(j ii inrrTseifJern ^jei^L— Q îueuLDirevr (urj) Qs^eswi—iriL/^urremsfls^ 
Q snew n i—rri—U u Q m  (Lps&hu eSliprr eresru^esm eo em^uLpsuD <P(§ld <P1[d u l ] l d it s  
Qff>rrsmi—iri—uu(pi&rr)&)].

d£L6lyypserf)ein (ipsdluj eiSlLprrenrren em^LJLp&Lh, ^(f^en iB ^ Q&emi—rru-i&iurremsfl 
Gsrru5)&Sleo 100 ^em@s(<^s(&jLD Gw evrrss G}srressru.rrL—UULL(^eu(i^eua^ 
Qu(j^(e^flff)uurT(^LD. em^LJLps^^lem (Lps>eo ĵ rrennren netsrrrLys^^ein^i Qeiierrerf) 
[T^^^leo rBSpeuevmirs ^ (j^en iB ^ eviuein 6$[5rrujsir GsmiSlemev ^emi—rB&n
iSleisrn LDrremevuUhso &>eisr ^em essresr efilrsmuarflein ^^hL/L—ein Geuefilememj 
QurhnpisQsrrem (pi QsiLispujrrrrsen sireuisp (s,ip ifiem(p\ih dbesr&n GsrruSleo
suf5&>emi—<£le$rrDrTir Q^emni—mq^urremsfl.
em suLpssseirjni £°j)<sw, ld&> Gu^LElenrp ^ u S lp s sem ssn ren  us&ypsen <£Ujmz]&n.eisr 
&rremevu5)eo &-<snen ^(j^ernB ^ (UT^r̂ eurrsu Qu(njLDrren ^eviu^^l&Sl^rB^i 
3 <$.l£ Q&srremetieSleo s_enen ^ / 0 eniB(&> QgessrL-.rrin&>urreissfl GsrruSlepis r s
rsemi—U uiuemnLDrrs e u ssi ^rijsen  Gevemn(p)̂ eosemen s  swpuLPsSeinro&np.
(Lp(rf)&u Qu(!j)Lnrrerf}ein ^(j^eu^emenuQufp, us&>[Tsen LDuPhsoG^rremsserr
G)srrem(p\ ^ e o s isr ftssu u i—L_  ^eo^ssrreu isp  LDfhjynh rr^ssrreuup eT(pias&u&i &> 
sisen  Geuem(^^evsemens sLcrruLSlsdlmiDesrip.

Quemrserr urreo (^i_!EJsemens, &>emevii5)eo sldP s i  eupsi (vrf) Q^emL-mL/^unresd) 
&eisresf)$lu5hso &.enen Geuevis r s  ^iJKoey&Lb Q&u jsi &>rEJsen srremsflsemssemens 
Q s evis&/idileinrnesriT. eviusi eurriiiLSleinnfj) ueoeonruSlrrssemnssnren us&srf sen
(LpupuSlfpsS QgemL-rrujgurTewsfls(&j& Qsevisdil peGTfp Q^rfle^lsdlemroenp. 
r°yesrnr)i LD^Iujs^leSlmrhsi usaypsen  ^emesreu(j^s(^u} GsrruSleSlso ^einesr&srremb 
evLprEisuu(pidlrogl.
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Tonsuring
( L p U j-  <9>IT<o1S9flSi<o1f)&i

Tonsuring, a ubiquitous 
Hindu custom, is the act o f 
shaving the head as a sacred 
vow. This sign o f absolute 
devotion is the surrendering 
o f ego, pride and vanity 
as a sincere sacrifice to 
the Supreme. Every year 
multitude o f devotees o f all 
ages - including a significant 
number o f new born - tonsure 
their head, particularly 
during Thaipusam, at Sri 
Thendayuthapani Temple as 
an act o f gratitude for divine 
deliverance.

^3j<srfla(3 jLb euLpS iauh  
^ rji& ii& i& ie rT rre v

L5)<osru/r)r$l e u r ru u Q & rD g i. 
isin&iLJLp&Si d£l(nj<ofilLprr 
rB m L& ierfJeo <smu&>i 6urribi3<oisTff)l 
^ y s m a n s fr, Q u m s ra & r ,

3>m , (^L p fses i^& nsrr 
<oT<o5T '31<oG>615T<SU(rijlh 3}5J3i(6n)3i(3) 
^ L p (& ) G & ir<5(3)11) 3}<o$)<oV(LpLSp<o5)lLI 
toT<oij<S)5)3> ^ 5 5 J < 5 ir[T L b , 
,3pom'<5)]L£l6iSTffil LDl£l3)3jJ

Q £ < om i— rrin $u rr< oS is f:l3 i(3 j 
3irr<oSvfl3HoV)5lUIT<X 3,1(5
3}rij3i<srT ip<otfff)liLi<5mrr®5)<sij 
Q tsiJ<5ifluu® g3iJ<fl<sfrrD <sm !T.
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Chariot progression during 
Thaipusam -  Since the 1910s 
the chariot procession o f Lord 
Sri Thendayuthapani has been 
held every year through the 
roads o f Singapore during 
Thaipusam. Back then, the 
chariot was pulled by two 
bulls. Since the 1970s, bulls 
were replaced by a motorized 
vehicle for convenience and 
easing traffic congestion. The 
procession passes through 
the major city roads and 
commercial hubs that include 
Raffles Place and Market Street.

191 OaerflQrjrjj&ij <5̂ <suQ<surr(r̂
^<Sm@ LD tSVgULj^&glGO  
(ur$ Q ^< om i_ irtn^um sm F l rr&> 
£§!I!J6ugold r5<oG)L_Qurr)jri]a 
Qarr<sm isi-(nj3i<£lrr)gj. ^ y j ih u  
arr6V&id£lffO fj<sm ®  arr&sxsn 
ldit(J)l<!E<o$)6iT<9> Q a m s m ®  
g ) ( i p « « U L / r l / _  p -p ib ,
1970&<orfl<sfil(rT)r5&ij G u rrS i^ is iip r^ ^ j 
Qprfl&GoaioSxsrr&i (gjtsmrD&i&ei] m  
iLtprp iSlro ib
GLorTL-i—rr ir  Q u it ^ ^ l ju lL l-  
<5i]rr&;<o$r6>$<oGr {LpevuD 
^(Lp&auuL-® <si70<95)/7)ji/. 
ggjesrjpjlb <$rE]&S)a rs&rfleisr (Lp&>$iu 
&rr<o$xso&<sfr 6ULfiliurr&i, (^ r& u u rra i 
^jrrm SIeiireh) uGerrerv LDrbjpjLL 
LDnrtj&iQ&iLL e r v ^ lf iL  ^ L - I ej& Iuj 
ldS>$uj GUijSi&ia toULLi—rr r r ^ ^ le ir  
GULfiliurr&i [5&i!T6u<sVLb eu ^S fD n rrr 
(1$ Qg<smL-iTU-i&iurr<otfsfl.

Source: Hie Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Reproduced with permission.
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Between 1900 and 1930 two 
Silver Chariots were brought from 
India to Singapore by ships, one 
taller than the other.

The taller chariot was used until 
the 1930s and was replaced 
by the shorter chariot due to 
the infrastructural changes in 
Singapore. The taller Chariot 
became operational once again 
from the later part o f 1970s and 
the practice continues till date.

79OOs^0/5^/ 1930&(Sjeifr £|)0
Ghsuerreif) rr& iiixe rr ^jrs^lujmaSJ&Sl̂ rB^j 
<^/57<$L/L£0«0<£ <XUU<06I<SC
<scrreii<sis)LpxxLJUL-L_<ssr. (^euprSlec
iSfXosrjni LD fi)Q fD iT<sir& f)fr) <si5)l_  ^ $ < 5 >
2_lUrrLDIT<oGr&)].
1930<sv <flrijxuLijfl<so
2_<o>T <9>/_L/__<ofi)LDLJH LDfT!T)fr)[ilX<S(T
x m js m w rrx  uiu<ssrum—LŜ.<5C 
& .u jijLL rrm  p~&>S>t£lfb(3)U ut£l<svrrx

rrS^LD UIU<SSTU(frV gffl'// II ' I .
1970x<sif)<ssr i3rpu(&){£lu5\<sc lurrixunssr 

U3>L£> LDJQJ U U f-IL j LL Q & U  IGCl i m ' l( j 
Q xrnsm ®  <surruuLLj_^l<s6(^rB^j

Q&essri—rTU-i&iurTeittfl <5p<suQ<sufT(jF, 
^ysm t^ ib  <ss)^LJ^x^^l<sir G)urr(Lg&n 

rr8)3>$(o<svGiL] rbxrreiJGOih 
eu^SeisTrorrir.
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Kavadi

Thaipusam and carrying Kavadi are 
inseparable. The process o f carrying 
Kavadi and executing the sacred vow 
in a supreme state o f devotion leads to 
the spiritual awakening of the devotee.

The Kavadi comes in various shapes 
and sizes, from the simple shape 
o f a hawker’s stick (a wooden stick 
with two baskets at each end, slung 
across the shoulder) to an expensive 
palanquin structure, profusely flower- 
bedecked and decoratively interwoven 
with peacock feathers.

In all cases, the Kavadi has a good 
many brass bells adorning it and 
announcing it as the Kavadi-bearer 
draws it along. As the Kavadi-bearer 
very often observes silence, the bells 
are the only eloquent signs o f a Kavadi 
procession. The two baskets hanging 
at each end o f the Kavadi contain 
jaggery, milk, etc. that the devotee has 
vowed to offer the Lord.

The day before Thaipusam is observed 
as Punarpusam in Singapore with 
Chettiar Kavadis following the 
Silver Chariot from Sri Layan Sithi 
Vinayagar Temple at Keong Saik 
Road to Sri Thendayuthapani Temple 
at Tank Road.

Source: 'HiMStraits Times © Singapore Press Holdings I ,i r n i i i c e d  with permission.
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rreSlGiu anreuisj- erQg&u  <si/0 <si7d5 /D<*f7w  
^rftt& jrS liurrt& jih. <̂ <oO<3Fiii3i<sifl<so &ij&i<9i65)rj, 
u it <sv GurrmtD<oiJri)<oG)[D rglrruiJl 
G&rrm&<sifl<sLild Lnrrrbtfil LDrrrbrf)) &LDr5&il 
Q&tosrry uSi&HT&siir (s^rn<5um iam&
&LDITULKoSSTLD Q&lLKoUfT.

(firijauLjjflG O  <singUL̂ &d5d>lrr)(8) (Lpr5<sv)&>uj 
rBmsfTTisvr L/swr/ry^ $mgg<o$rjj)j 
Q &L-isj-iurTij 3irT(oULf-<9ieirr (&$Lp Qeu&Terfl
[t ^ ld S G iu m ii Q & u ja  G rrrr®  ^(r^<srn£l(^ 
eviLKotr 6flS>d£l <s£lrF,rruj&>rr G&mi5l<o6l<s6l(njnji£i 
Gprsi G rrrr(JJ) <^/0 erriSl0  

Qg<oWSTi—rTing>urr<oisisfl G&htuSI&dsv 
<517ijj&i<om—<£lfDgj ■

93



Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple during Thaipusam - early 1940s
1940a<sffltsir (Lptpu^^uSleo &ngLJLj)&Lb - eviueir efipmuarr GarruSleo 94



Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple during Thaipusam - 2013
totofbLjypih 3̂ ](jT)<sfTL6l(&) eviuevr efilnimu&iij G&miSleo - 2 0 1 3 95
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Silver chariot procession along Market Street, where the Chettiars traditionally had their money lending businesses
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Thaipusam celebrations - early 1930s
1930<x<srfl<sir (Lprr)U(̂ l̂iiS)ffO Q&msmri m ' i rimon 100
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Thaipusam celebrations - 1970s
1970&<srfl<sb Q&rr<5mi—rrLLi—ri]a<5rr 101
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Silver Chariot with Lord Sri Thendayuthapani at the entrance o f Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar temple - Thaipusam 1971 (left), 2004 (right)
(̂jj)<sfTLB(&j <si)uj<osr aSlrBrnuafT G&rriiShsv (LpauiiiSlsv Qeu&reifl u&>S>t£l60 Q^smi—mn^umswsfl - ^a^uLyfib 1971 2004 (<su<sv̂ j) 102

Source: The Strlits I Tines © Singapore Pr^ss Holdings Limited. Reproduced with permission! |
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A.
5 3 3  u  S  5 X D

<Tl)f llUiiibm a! tbx (Cbcttjr Commmiiig
R E S P E C T F U L L Y  I N V I T E  T H E

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF SINGAPORE
To be present at the Festival of TAIPUSAM, the Day that GOD SIVA appeared to His Devotees in the above form, to be held at their Temple at TANK ROAD, on Monday the 1st February.

The Ceremony will take place as follows :—
1. On Sunday, Hist instant, from 4 p.m. to 12 p.m- Procession of the Silver Car to Sepoy Lines and back.
2. On Monday, 1st proximo, from 8.30 jp. m., to 12 midnight and on Tuesday, 2nd proximo, from 8 p.m to 12 midnight. Reception and Ceremony in the Temple and Silver Car.

S ' p o r e  2 9 t h  J a n .  1 9 0 4 . R affles P ress. 25, R obinson R T
© National Archives of Singapore f l



Alagu Kavadi
amsuLq.

Rituals and preparation o f Alagu Kavadi
arnsuLq- &aL®&i60 LDrijjpjii) Pi—rEĵ aerr 107



Thaipusam 
celebrations at Sri 
Thendayuthapani 
temple during 
the early 1960s.

Every year 
thousands o f 
devotees o f all 
races participate 
in the annual 
Thaipusam that 
attracts hundreds 
o f tourists from 
all over the 
world.

© www.singas.co.uk
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Fervent devotees o f Lord Sri Thendayuthapani
Q̂<oMTL̂ rriLî urT&iisfluS)<osr gaShj u&&yj&i<siT 111



Alagu Kavadi at the entrance o f Sri Thendayuthapani Temple at Tank Road - 1960s
(odg/sv Qjjrr($) nj<sifTL£l(&j Q ^sm L^m q^uir<om fl GarruShso (ipeisr ^<sv(&)a am suiq. - 1960a<srflffO 112



Alagu Kavadi at the entrance o f Sri Thendayuthapani Temple at Tank Road - Thaipusam 2010 
(o<2>/5v G p r r ®  Qg<omL-rriLj&>urr<oisi!fl GamiShzo (Lpeisr 6urru5)e6l<so ^j<sv(^<x3HT6ui^. -  ^ d^ u l ^ ud 2 0 1 0 113
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Devotees thronging the entrance o f Sri Thendayuthapani Temple to witness the annual Thaipusam - 1964
1964go ^ ( t̂<sitlBI(^ Q^smL-rTiLj&iLjrTioWsfl Gami5)w 6U(nji_rrr5 j£lrr <o&£UL£&£$<so Qaimsrmrr£  {£lrj<smi— awr 114
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Alagu Kavadi procession towards Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - 1960s
Q^ismrL-.mLi^umsmfl Gami5)&n<oV Gprr6i<£l <si/0 ii) <̂M(&j&i&irr6iJis)-&<5if)<oGr genfreiieow - 1960&eiflffO 116
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple Sanctum during Thaipusam - 1960s 
1960a<srfho5r G u rr^ j Q ^sm i—mLf^urr&ssfl G<xmi5)eo 3=<osr<osF)̂ rr<5vrLb 118
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple Sanctum during Thaipusam - 2010
]̂(̂ <srrLSl(̂  Qg6mL-.rriLi&iurr<oVisfl G&rruShzo a:<m<SG?)&>rr€5rii) - 2010 119



Inside Sri Thendayuthapani Temple during Thaipusam - 1960s
1960<3n<5rfl<osr (ourr&u (̂nj<sfTLB(&) G)̂ <oSvri_mLĵ urr&isfl G&rru5)®Sl<sir 8-lLl/pin 120





Alagu Kavadi procession towards Sri Thendayuthapani Temple and the festive mood - 1960s
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Carriers o f Paalkudam zn&Alagu Kavadi at the entrance o f Sri Thendayuthapani Temple - 1960s (left) and 1990s (right)
^(nj<sfTiB(&) Qg<omi_rTU-i£urr<5wfl G&rru5hzo (lp&>ljlS\<so urnso (&ji_Lb LDrbjryLb ^<so(&)3> <xmsuLq. (o rQ ^g ] <su(ĵ ib u s i^ fr& im  - 1960&<oif)<su 1990&<sif)GO (eusv^ j) 124
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GfiMK* ’n'i

© National of Sineapore

Source: 1 Ti mes  © Singapore Press Holding^.imited. lW ||niiceci with permissiBn.





Multi Racial Thaipusam
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Sri Meenakshi Amman Letcha Archanai

It is customary to establish the sanctums o f Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvathi, 
the parents o f Lord Muruga in His temples. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple 
has a sanctum for Meenakshi Amman, a manifestation o f Parvathi.

The famous Meenakshi Amman Temple in Madurai, South India 
annually celebrates “ Thirukalyana Urchavam” - celestial marriage o f Lord 
Sundareswarar or Shiva and Goddess Meenakshi Amman - during the 
Tamil month o f Chithirai (April). In conjunction with this event, Sri 
Thendayuthapani Temple performs Letcha Archanai to Goddess Meenakshi 
Amman.

Letcham in Tamil stands for Hundred Thousand and Archanai refers to the 
chanting o f Mantra. Chanting the Mantra hundred thousand times for 
Meenakshi Amman is done during this event to invoke Her blessings for 
universal well-being.
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Sri Durgai Amman Letcha Archanai

Goddess Durga, the invincible, is the most powerful manifestation o f Shakti 
embodying fearlessness and graciousness. Vishnu Durga, as is present in Sri 
Thendayuthapani Temple, is one o f the forms o f Durga, always depicted in 
a peaceful form - four armed and carrying the conch and discus associated 
with Vishnu.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple performs Durgai Amman Letcha Archanai every 
year, for three days during the Tamil month ofA a d i (July), commencing on 
the day o f Aayilyam  star, followed by Magam  and concluding on the day o f 
the Pooram star.

Letcham stands for Hundred Thousand and Archanai stands for Chanting o f 
Mantra. Every evening 12 Sivacharyas recite the Goddess Durgai Amman 
Mantras for three consecutive days. These three days o f chanting by 12 
Sivacharyas constitutes Hundred Thousand Mantra, called Letcha Archanai.

qnfi £ ) / / J *3jLJDLD<oir 6VLL.&:iTrT&:&<oV)<oisr

<gj(i])<5ifrL6l(&) Q ^ sm i—rriLi^umsmFI GarruSl&Sleb S-GvemaSi &rr£$(nj(<sfj)ib £tf[r&;<s$)&;u5)6&r 
<smy<oULDrr<osr &S\gi^em i &iifrSnotna &rzj(&) errs^ l rsmssr^ arrfiJ<9i(6rj)<om—UJ & rrrsg
Q&rr(W)L5hoGisflujiT<9iu ^(jjj<srr L/rfl^liosrromorr.

(̂nj<srrLB(&) Q^&ssri_mLj^urT&nsfl Gami5hs6l60 &>ht&®S)3> ^ ldllgist 60L—&n'ij&:&<o5)<o<sT 
<Q<sijQ<sijrT(rTj ^<sm (pLn  ^ isf. ldit&>ld ^Lp<ssrj)j pm L& ts fr rsemi—Q u ^ j^ lfo ^ i. 
ldtt^ ld ^ uJ gouj rb il_ & & )< L > lr rnry Glgrri—rsidH, ld&  r5LL&£$ij&g<osrjri]
(yxoirfDmoUgii pmsnrrm ^ L y u ^ jj^ ^ & s rg y  [Elmrosy Qujrjjdlro&ii.

ldit &d<3V G<oij<oS)<srru5]<sv 12 <L}<5urr&:8:rrrrujrrrr<3><sfT Sniy <5̂ euQ<surr(!̂ <su(ĵ ib 1008
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Navarathiri

The festival o f nine nights, Navarathiri, honoring 
Goddess Shakti is celebrated every year in the 
Tamil month o f Purattaasi (October) Legend 
has it that Shakti manifested as Durga to slay 
the demon Mahishasura. The relentless battle 
raged nine nights and ten days culminating in 
the victory o f right over evil. The nine days are 
dedicated to the three forms o f Shakti — Durga 
symbolizing strength, Lakshmi symbolizing 
wealth and Saraswathi symbolizing wisdom.
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The tenth day concludes with Swami Ambu Poduthal - that symbolizes the slaying o f the demon by the Almighty 
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Sri Thendayuthapani Temple is one o f the first temples in Singapore to conduct various cultural programs during the annual 10-day Navarathiri 
celebrations. The dance programs and concerts attract hundreds o f devotees.
<$f£j&UL4/f)60 (Lp&)<sisT f5<surrrr̂ l̂rFl a&nev rfilaLp&̂ l&isrr pL-g^liLi G&miSlGV&erflGU <sp<sirjr)i *j i/(^<srn£l(̂  Q^smi—mq^urrmstl GamiSleo. u&i&ji rsmsrr (̂f̂ eiSlLprrê liosr
Gurr&ii [K&ni—Q ujn iLb  &<ots)<sv rflayi&^&iioYr jhrrrhniisi&iessraî rTssr u&>&>rr&><55)<siT FFirsi&lrn&i.





During the ten-day celebrations, the God is decorated in ten divine 
dimensions and graces the faithful from thz Alangaara Mandapam  (Function 
Hall) at the temple, as below:

Rajaangam, Vennai Thaazhi, Markandeyar, Venugaanam, Kannappa
Naayanaar, Oonjal, P ittuku M ann Sumanthal, Kaalinga Narthanam, 
Saraswathi Poojai & Vijayadhasami.
Lift&i rsirerr Qaurtossri—m.'. / ĝ ltsirr Gurr&ii. s ŝumEl i3&st<su(t̂U) uSi&ii <afi)&>LDmo$r
(gjurEjaffiflso r3i<ovrhi&ifl'5i&iLJLJL—(pi&i GamiSlco ĝ»/«svrEJ&rrrr ld smi ugjpffo
u&gy&(6njS;(&j *3)(nj<sfT urreE^Sfonij.
^jijrr GQmhi&LC), QsusmGlmsriu^ 3>rTLpl, lditijstaemGi—iurj, Geusmi&jmssriJD. susvvremruu 
[BrrujissrrriT, êrr̂ yaFffo, z_5)/_L(5)<*(3j uysm aangtzeo, &rr<orf)ri]a fBir^^&snb, r̂rerveu l̂ 
L£GtogD LDrojryLb êvrEJ&rrrrrEi&efr.



On the tenth day, the 
Lord mounts a horse 
and goes on a procession. 
Preceding the procession, 
the Chief Priest simulates 
the symbolism o f slaying 
the demon by sending 
arrows from a bow in all 
directions.
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Majestic procession o f Sri Thendayuthapani through the Central Business District o f Singapore
'f in b & U L j/f l is ir  ld^ ^ I uj e u m u ' / r r r r ^ ^ l^ s r  <5ui£lujrT& &Lb iJrrLD iT&  rF>&rr<si]GtiLD 6170 lo turf, Q ^ e m L ^ rr iL i^ u fT & P s fl 141





Skantha Shashti

Lord Muruga, representing righteous, fought and destroyed demons - 
Soorapadman, his brothers Tarakasuran and Simhamugan - who represent 
the evil or dark forces. Soorapadman was transformed into peacock and 
rooster which became Lord Murugas mount and masthead respectively.

This mythical event is commemorated in the Skanda Sashti festival 
during the bright fortnight in Tamil Month o f Aippasi. The festival begins 
on the Valarpirai Prathamai New Moon day and culminates on Shasthi day 
as Soorasamharam - the annihilation o f the demon Soorapadman.
To signify this fight and victory o f the good over evil, devotees fast 
for a period o f 6 days. Letcha Archanai (chanting o f mantra 100,000 
times) is performed every day. Special Skantha Homam  is performed at Sri 
Thendayuthapani Temple on day 6, the Shashti day in the early morning 
followed by presiding deity procession in the evening.
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Karthigai Dheepam - festival o f lights -  is celebrated by Tamil Hindus on the 
full moon day o f Karthigai month (November/December) when the Tamil 
Star o f the same name intersects the month. This special occurrence aptly 
named as Thiru Karthigai is observed in every home and in every Murugan 
Temple. Karthigai Dheepam in Thiuvannamalai, South India, is the most 
popular o f its kind. Lord Muruga is also called as Karthikeya, the one brought 
up by six Karthigai fairies.

Temples, houses and streets are lit up with rows o f dheepam (Oil Lamps) 
in the evening o f the festival day. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple celebrates 
Thiru Karthigai in a grand scale with kavadi and paalkudam  offerings in the 
morning, Maheswara Poojai and Annadhaanam  in the afternoon and the 
lighting on M aha Dheepam, deity procession and burning o f the sokkappanai 
(Karthigai bonfire) in the evening.

Thiru Karthigai

d>urE]&<srf)<oir <aS)Lpmsnnrm & r r ijg >i£l<o5)&i d>u &> ^ I( ^ f5 ir<srr, arrrjrS>d>l&5),3f> L D rr^^^ lffO  
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Aarudhra Dharisanam

Aarudhra Dharisanam  celebrates the cosmic dance of 
Lord Shiva in the form of Lord Natarajar on the day 
o f Thiruvaathirai star in the Tamil month o f Margazhi 
(December). Legend has it that Lord Shiva was given 
Pittu  and Kazhie by a devotee that he then spilled on 
the dance floor as a form of blessing. These are the 
traditional offerings on this day. The Temple celebrates 
Aarudhra Dharisanam  with special abisegham in the 
morning to Lord Natarajar, his consort Goddess 
Sivakami Amman and Saint Manickavasagar.
The abisegham is followed by special prayer and deity 
procession o f Lord Natarajar, his consort Goddess 
Sivakami Amman, Saint Manickavasagar and Lord Sri 
Thendayuthapani within temple premises. Specially 
made Thiruvaathirai Kazhie is given to all devotees.

^ Q T j& irr iT  s>rft& em £>
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Procession o f Sri Thendayuthapani, Sri Natarajar, Sivakami Amman and Manickavasagar within the temple premises
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Aarudhra Dharisanam  procession
^(tygrrrr ^rfl^ssrib ^ysouj s-erreuisVLb 154



Monthly Shukla Shashti Skantha Homam  procession within the temple premises 
Lnrr̂ rrrB l̂u stSiso ê Kŝ isf- ervari)#) QemmD &U—Lb S-Strsueoib. 155



Monthly Karthigai l d it&}fT[i)t£lrr



Monthly Karthigai dheepam at Alangaara Mandapam - 1970s (left), 2015 (above) 
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Monthly Karthigai - Lord Sri Thendayuthapani Urchavar procession within temple premises 
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Monthly Karthigai - Lord Sri Thendayuthapani Urchavar procession within temple premises - then and now
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As per Tamil calendar, Karthigai star falls in every calendar month. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple celebrates this monthly occurrence with special prayers, 
deity procession and Annadhaanam  (lunch offering).
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Annadhaanam

Annam  (Food) &  dhaanam  (charity) is considered paramount in Hindu 
tradition. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple provides food to devotees throughout 
the year during various occasions, including specially prepared food on 
Monthly Karthigai days, Thiru Karthigai, Guru Poojai, Navarathri, Shashti 
Viradham and Thaipusam. Devotees throng to the temple to participate in 
the pooja and partake in the food offering thereafter.

In the chapter, “Many Gods” in his book “The Lights o f Singapore” (first 
edition 1935), Roland Braddell describes quite light heartedly how the 
Chettiars used to feed the people.



Pradosham

Pradosham is one o f the most auspicious o f prayers conducted 
for Lord Shiva. It occurs twice a month - once each during the 
waxing moon and waning moon periods, signifying an appropriate 
time to worship Lord Shiva, his consort Goddess Parvathi and 
his Vaahanam (Mount) Nandhi. Sri Thendayuthapani Temple 
conducts Pradosham prayers with Abhisegham and deity procession 
every fortnight.
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Ashtothara Satha 
KalasaAbisegham

Ashtotharam  represents a count o f 8 and 
Satham  represents 100. Ashtothara Satha 
KalasaAbisegham, a Hindu ritual based on the 
Aagama tradition involves invoking the Lord 
to manifest in 108 kalasam (copper pots) by 
chanting Vedas, Thirumurai verses and moola 
mantra offerings to the homam (sacred fire).

The holy water thus sanctified, is taken on a 
procession around the temple and showered 
on the deity in the sanctum, thereby uniting 
the power with the Lord. This ritual done 
periodically rejuvenates and augments the 
power o f the presiding deity, resulting in 
abundant blessings and everlasting welfare to 
the devotees and the world at large.
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Vaahanam - Vaahanam (the mount) specific to a deity in Hinduism is typically an animal or a mythical entity used as a vehicle. In Hindu iconography, the 
positive aspects of the vehicle are often emblematic of the deity it carries. The peacock, vehicle of Lord Muruga, represents splendor and majesty. At the same 
time it also symbolizes the evil forces over which the deity dominates like Lord Muruga reining in the peacocks vanity.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple has a set o f ornate Vaahanams. The Ihanga mayil (Golden peacock) is the primary mount for the presiding deity, used for deity 
procession during Iamil New Year, Thiru Karthigai, Chitra Pournami, Vaigaasi Visagam, Aadi Vel, Maasi Magam  and Panguni Uthiram. The Velli Kuthirai 
(Silver Horse) is used exclusively during Vijayadasami when the processional deity goes on a procession through the city. The Velli Rishabam (Silver Bull) is 
used during Pradosham periods to carry Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvathi.

Sri Thendayuthapani Temple also has two silver chariots. The bigger chariot is 
used for city procession during Thaipusam, going to and returning from Layan 
Sithi Vinayagar Temple on punarpusam day. The smaller chariot is used for deity 
procession inside the temple premises during Varushabhishegam (the temple s 
annual day), January 1, National Day and other special occasions.

The Silver Mooshigam (Silver Mouse) is used for the procession o f Lord Sri Layan 
Sithi Vinayagar on important occasions in Sri Layan Sithi Vinayagar Temple.

Silver Mooshiga Vaahanam
G}(5u<oYr<sirfl £LpGrf)& GurraGsruD

Golden Peacock Vaahanam
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Established in 1859, the temple celebrated its 150th Anniversary in December 2010
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As part o f Singapore Golden Jubilee, the temple celebrated SG50 with a commemorative photo exhibition and various events 
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Memorable moments at 
our temples
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Yusof Bin Ishak 

1st President of Singapore
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Guest Book &  Notable Visitors
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Services

Chettiars are renowned for their philanthropy. As a Mercantile community, 
they always realize the importance o f giving back to the society. Wherever 
they go, their priorities are establishing places o f worship and charity. They 
understand their welfare is closely interlinked with that o f their environment. 
A predetermined part o f their earnings is always earmarked for this pursuit.

Singapore is a standing example o f this tradition. Pre and post-independence, 
over the years the community has made significant contributions to the local 
society. From helping to run Tamil Schools to contributions to SINDA, 
from donations to Educational Institutions to giving away bursaries, from 
the Malaya Patriotic Fund to the Nepal earthquake &  recent Chennai floods, 
from free food (annadhaanam) to wheel chairs for the physically challenged, 
from organizing health camps to conducting Thevaram classes, the list is 
long, never ending and to be continued with full vigor and passion for ages 
to come.
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, Chettiars’ Temple Society Sri Thendayuthapani Temple
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Community services -
Walk-A-Jog, Bursary awards, Donations to charitable organizations

<3F̂ Lp&> Q&&S)6l]&G(T -
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&£Lpar5<5V, ^ jid $j^<oU<tttE i&(6fT)& i(& j rbQsrQarr®s)i— 3><srr



One of the first temples in Singapore to initiate and conduct Thirumurai education 
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Thirumurai classes to all age groups at Sri Thendayuthapani Temple
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The Chettiars and Chettinadu

Chettinadu is the ancestral origin o f Chettiars who are also known as 
N attukkottai Chettiars or Nagarathars. Chettinadu region comprises 96 villages 
in Sivaganga and Pudukottai districts o f Tamil Nadu. Chettiars currently live 
in 75 out o f the 96 villages. Karaikudi is the region’s principal town.

They are often referred to as N attukkottai Chettiars to distinguish them from 
other groups o f Chettiars. The term means “people with palatial houses in the 
countryside”.

They are also referred to as “Nagarathars” meaning city dwellers, as they lived 
in a city called Poompuhar on the east coast o f Tamil Nadu, a part o f which 
went under the sea leading to their migration to interior Tamil Nadu.

Probably because o f the adventurous nature o f Chettiars and the fact they 
travelled far and wide and assimilated various cultures, this region has been 
richly endowed with unique influences in hospitality, architecture and 
food. The world renowned Chettinadu food reflects the barren nature o f the 
landscape in its aroma and considerable use o f pungent spices.

The hallmarks o f the Nattukkottai Chettiar community are divine worship 
and philanthropy. The community members are ardent devotees o f Sri 
Thendayuthapani, also called Lord Muruga. Most o f the temples instituted 
by the community, especially outside India, are for Lord Thendayuthapani.
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Grandeur o f Chettinadu

A typical Chettinadu house is palatial and opulent. At the entrance are two 
raised platforms on each side called thinnai, for travelers and guests to rest 
and relax, showcasing Chettiars’ inclination towards hospitality.

The architecture at the core is an amalgam o f local, South East Asian and 
European influences. It stands out in its use o f large spaces in halls and 
courtyards, ornately embellished with imported marble, Belgian glasswork, 
Burma teak woodwork, Athangudi tiles and supported by spectacularly 
detailed stone, iron and wooden pillars.
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Intricately carved front door o f a typical Chettinadu house
jE i<omiaaLDrT<m G<sv<oft6Vuurr®a<srr ^emLDUJLjQurbrD ^ jem ip eu rr^e v  a g e y

Tranquil look o f Chettinadu village
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Kittangi in Market Street - early 1970s
1 9 7 0&<sif)<oisT (Lptpu(&j{£lu5l<so - ubn-fr&Q&LL <siv$rfil_Lq_GO <s0l _l_/5/<s0

202



Chettiars after establsihing themselves as financiers in Burma during colonial 
rule, came to Singapore and set up their business on the banks o f the river 
around Market Street and Chulia Street. Their main business was money 
lending. Borrowing money from Chettiars those days was a simple non- 
bureaucratic process.

They operated their business out o f Kittangis - long narrow buildings, divided 
into several small rooms. It was an exclusively male domain. They worked and 
lived there. Once the day’s work was done, they offered prayers to Lord Sri 
Thendayuthapani at Tank Road in the evenings.

According to one source, the rates o f interest were fixed at a committee 
meeting each month. Temple and Kittangis were inseparable and when 
re-development o f Market Street commenced during the later 1970s the 
Kittangis were moved to Tank Road, closer to the temple.

Being part o f Kittangi meant a lot to a young Chettiar boy -  it was a perfect 
on-the-job training where he had to progress from being an office boy to 
a clerk. By his mid-20s, he would rise to the level o f Koottaali or Agent, 
and then progress to becoming a Pangaali or Partner, after which he himself 
became the M udhalaali or Owner. This is the structured way the community 
groomed its next generation o f businessmen.

Kittangis in Singapore
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Kittangi in Market Street - early 1970s Kittangi in Tank Road - 2015
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CHERN LI A N SH A N  
S c u l p t o r

S in g a p o re 's  position  a s  a  ce n tre  for en trepd t trad e  led  to the proliferation of 
f in a n c ia l institutions. The se tt le m e n t 's  first b a n k  w a s  th e B an k of C a lc u t ta , 
e s ta b lish e d  In 1840. F in an cial b u s in e sse s  se t  up their o ffice s n e ar  th e S in g a p o re  River 
to b e  c lo s e  to the a r e a 's  m a n y  trad in g  h o u se s.

Early se rv ic e s  w ere  d iv id e d  a lo n g  ethnic lines. The m o n e y le n d in g  b u sin e ss  in the 
ear ly  d a y s  w as  prim arily run by  the C h ettiars w ho c a m e  from South India. The C h ettiars 
c o n g r e g a t e d  a t  M arket a n d  C hulia Streets, a n d  their o ffice s  w ere  e a s y  to spo t. These 
u sually  c o m p r ise d  a  c lerk  a n d  a  m a n a g e r  w ho s a t  beh in d  a  sm all low d e sk  on  a  
w o v en  m at, a s  show n h ere . C le ar in g  h o u se s  w ere  the d o m a in  of the C h in ese . 
C ap ita lis in g  on  a b u n d a n t  t ra d e  b e tw e e n  S in g a p o re  a n d  C h in a, th e se  c o m p a n ie s  
thrived. C lerks, like this s ta n d in g  p ig - ta ile d  m an , w ere  a  c o m m o n  sight a s  th ey  b u stled  
to a n d  from  o ffice s  in C o m m e rc ia l S q u a re  (R affles P la c e ).

A sculpture at Boat Quay
Guitl_ <&u5Igo £-<oYT<srr
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Fabulous collection o f Multimedia 
containing rare and historical 
picutres, videos, songs etc.,

n/ormation about our temples, 
ustory, pooja timings, services, 
utilities etc.,

Event calendar fo r  both temples

Information on upcoming 
events

And muck more...
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Temple visits - 
transformative 

journey!

Communing with the 
divine - eternal bliss !
------------------ --------------------------

^ s m u  a,tf -
g-sirm#) ^s!

sm jJu iT rf) -
srmQfQffljiJib Gufissjuu) !

Source: Hie Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Limited. Reproduced with permission.
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